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MINUTES. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WOMAN’S DEPARTMENT 
OF THE 


AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Woman’s Department of 
the A. H. M. §. was held at Saratoga, Wednesday afternoon, 
June 4, 1890, at 2 o’clock. A large and attentive andience 
completely filled the house. 

Mrs. H. 8. Caswell, editor of 7’he Home Missionary, pre- 
sided. The meeting was opened by singing the hymn, 

“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word.” 

Mrs. Caswell then introduced Miss Annie A. McFarland, 
Treasurer of the New Hampshire Cent Society, as the grand- 
daughter of the lady who, eighty-six years ago, organized in 
New Hampshire the first Woman’s Home Missionary Society 
of our country. Miss McFarland read the minutes of the 
last meeting. 

The President then said: ‘*For the good news of the 
year, and for the special providence which has enabled the 
American Home Missionary Society to close its financial 
year out of debt, a Service of Praise has been prepared, and 
will be conducted by Mrs. Leavitt, President of the Nebraska 
Union.” The service consisted of responsive readings from 
the Psalms interspersed with singing, followed bya moment of 
silent prayer, after which the audience was led in prayer by 
-Miss Nathalie Lord, Secretary of the W. H. M. A. of Mas- 
sachusetts and Rhode Island. 
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Mrs. Caswell gave a few words of welcome, and a brief 
review of the work of the Unions during the past year. If, 
in her generous commendation for the improvement in 
methods of doing business, and in plans of work, some felt 
that their own Union could not honestly appropriate it all, 
they took from it a gentle hint for future use. 

Mrs. Acheson, President of the ’exas Union, was not 
able to be present, and a message from the Union was read 
in place of her address. 

‘Mrs. Barrows was introduced as the Secretary of the Flor- 
ida Union, the woman who remained at her post, faithful 
to the work of the Union and the church through the yellow 
fever scourge. 

She gave us a picture of home-making and home mis- 
sionary work in that State, which will be read with keen in- 
terest. 

Mrs. Montgomery of Minnesota told “What two women 
did to secure Oregon to the United States.” Her story was 
of thrilling interest, proving again that ‘for Christ and the 
Church” is also for the State. 

The beautiful smging, by Mr. and Mrs. Stebbins, of 
«Threw out the Life-line,” made impressive the command 
“‘ Work while it is day.” 

Miss Reitinger, from the Bohemian Bible-readers’ Home, 
Cleveland, Ohio, gave a most interesting account of her 
daily work as she goes from house to house with her Bible, 
reading, explaining, and answering questions. 

Mrs. Caswell then gave some account of her. recent 
visit to the Bible-readers’ Home, of the great need in the 
home missionary field of the workers who are being trained 
there, and proposed that a collection be then taken to help 
furnish their new building. 

During the collection, the roll-call of States showed that 
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there were representatives present from nearly every State 
and Territory. 

Rev. J. H. Parker, of Oklahoma, spoke of the present 
and future needs of that new Territory, but especially in 
the interest of the woman’s college at Wichita, Kansas— 
**The Wellesley of the West.” The committee previously 
appointed to consider this subject, reported. 

Instead of an address from Superintendent Bross, he sent 
a letter in which he asked the ladies for $300 to help a strug- 
gling home missionary church at Clearwater, Nebraska. 

It was here announced that Montana had organized a 
Woman’s Union, and that Pennsylvania would organize the 
next week at the State Association. This announcement 
was greeted with enthusiastic applause. 

We were now informed that the handsome GAVEL used 
at the meeting was made of Georgia pine, and was presented 
to the Woman’s Department by the colored students in the 
industrial class at Atlanta University, Ga. It was a rare 
piece of workmanship, made by James Johnson, after only 
three months of instruction. This gift was one result of 
Mrs. Caswell’s visit to the University during her Southern 
trip. 

Rey. W. G. Puddefoot, bemg absorbed in counting the 
collection, was twice called before he responded. He came 
to the platform saying it was the first time in his experience 
that the collection made more noise than the speakers. He 
had been helping count the money, and was glad to say 
there was nearly three hundred dollars for the Bohemian 
Bible-readers’ Home, and more coming. He spoke in his 
eraphic, earnest way of the large results that often come 
from very small beginnings, after which he offered a collec- 
tion of his water-colors for sale, as his contribution to the 
Bohemian Fund. 

Dr. H. A. Schauffler expressed his warmest thanks for 
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the prayers that had been offered for him and his work, for 
all the interest expressed, and for the generous contribution, 
and closed the meeting with the benediction. 
Mrs. Isaac CLAFLIN, 
Scribe. 
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SIGNIFICANT FACTS. 


At the close of its fiscal year, 1890, the American Home 
Missionary Society had received from the Homeland Organ- 
ization, $35,578.43. In 1891, by an advance of $5,975.05, 
the amount reaches, $41,553.48 ; while the ‘‘ Six Societies” 
have received $86,059.96, a gain of $16,506.28 over last year. 
The advance for the A. H. M.S. is gratefully appreciated 
by the officers of this venerable ‘‘ Mother Society.” 


By reference to the Financial Table it will be observed 
that adi the frontier States at the West, and all but four at 
the South, show a gain for the A. H. M. 8. 


THERE has been a marked change in the correspondence 
of the Woman’s Department. Last year the mails were 
laden with the question, ‘‘ How?” as to methods of ‘organ- 
ization, and work. That question has been asked only 
1,688 times this year. The message to-day is: ‘‘ We are 
regularly organized ; we have regular meetings ; now, we 
wish to study the field ; we need a program and suggestions 
as to topics, methods of study, plans for reading, ete.” One 
question with which we are becoming helplessly and hope- 
lessly familiar, is this: ‘‘WHeEN shall we have a regular 
series of Home Misston Stupies for our auxiliaries?” 


THERE has been an increase in definite orders for litera- 
ture. Last year the leaflets ordered numbered 135,770 ; 
this year, 202,821—a gain of nearly fifty per cent. This 
count refers only to orders sent to the Woman’s Depart- 
ment, 


We are happy to acknowledge a noticeable improve- 
ment in the business methods of our correspondents. It is 
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rare in these days that a letter of the old-fashioned type 
reaches this desk—where business orders, statistics, figures 
and friendly personalities were thrown together in such -be- 
wildering confusion, that both time and patience were sorely 
taxed to bring order out of chaos. 


ONE word of appeal to those who send orders for leaflets 
to be used at a special meeting. Please give us more time. 
These leaflets must be counted out, assorted, arranged, 
and done up safely to endure the wear of a long jour- 
ney. Sometimes the order is sent at the last moment, 
and by a frantic effort the package reaches its destination 
at the last moment. Sometimes, also, it is impossible to 
meet the order at the time designated, and disappointment 
is the result. A little calculation as to distances, an early 
call for the leaflets, will obviate this difficulty. 


WE note with pleasure an increasing disposition to study 
the ‘‘Special Numbers” of The Home Missionary. By giv- 
ing out the different sections as topics, to different people, 
an interesting meeting, and a fund of information have been 
secured. 


THERE is an increasing demand for Leaflet 98, ‘* How to 
Organize,” which has now been revised, and saves busy offi- 
cers both time and expense in answering questions. 
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““What of the day? Do you ask? 
Then assuredly know 
That the day which began weary ages ago 
Speeds on to an issue sublime ; 
And the King—whose glad coming draws hourly moré near— 
Will, hap’ly, when least you expect Him, appear, 
And the blessed, long-prayed-for Sabbatical year 
Usher in, in the fullness of time. 
Will you hasten the day? 
Will you labor and pray ? 
Will you thrust in the sickle and reap while you may ?” 


DuRING the first week of April, the President, Secretary, 
and ‘Treasurer of each Homeland Union, comprising forty- 
two States and Territories of our country, received a list of 
questions from the Secretary of the Woman’s Department 
of the American Home Missionary Society, to which every 
organization is auxiliary. On the last week of April an- 
swers had been received from every one, all but three 
had responded at the time appointed, April 20, and these 
three were Not 'l'exas, or Oklahoma, or Montana ! 

A similar promptness of response from State officers 
became a subject of complimentary newspaper comment 
last year. Would that each State officer might experience 
the same merciful consideration at the hands of the AUXIL- 
LIARY officers ! 

By request the questions addressed to the State Secre- 
tary are herein presented, and a brief summary of answers 
may be of practical interest. 


Is it your intention to attend the Annual Meeting of the 
A. H. M. 8. at Saratoga, in June? 


Seventeen State officers reported affirmatively. 


Name and address of the delegate elected at your annual 
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meeting to represent you at the Annual Meeting of the A. 
H. M.S8., at Saratoga, June, 1891. 
Twenty-one States elected delegates to this meeting. 


Total of auxiliaries to your State Organization. 

The answers to this are misleading because some report 
the Woman’s Auxiliaries only, others include the Y. P. 8. 
C. E., Mission bands, and Sunday-schools. The question 
another year will take this form : 

“How many Congregational churches are there in your 
State? In how many have you a Contributing Auxiliary 
for Women? For Young People? For Children ? 

Every Auxiliary should pay an ‘ Auxiliary fee ” if not 
over twenty-five cents. The fee entitles it to membership 
to the State Union. For statistics as to number of churches 
see ‘The Year Book,” or Annual Report of your State, 
either of which may be obtained from your pastor. 


Have you presented the children of your State witha 
special object for contributions ? 
Thirteen Unions answer, ‘‘ Yes.” 


How many of your Sunday-schools give any time to the 
systematic study of Home Missions ? 

Six Unions tell us that many of their Sunday-schools do 
give time to this study. Kansas says, ‘‘ We do not know, 
but will appoint a woman at our next annual meeting to 
find out !” 


Have you presented to your Y. P. 8S. C. E. a special 
object for contributions ? 


Twelve Unions respond, ‘‘ Yes.” 


Have you presented to your ladies’ societies that most 
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inspiring of all objects, the SALARY of a representative 
upon the field ! 
Twelve respond, ‘‘ Yes.” 


Have you urged your auxiliaries to a more thorough and 
systematic study of Home Missions ? 
From twenty-five Unions we receive an emphatic ‘* YES.” 


Have you a well-kept Bureau of Information where the 
missionary literature of the Six National Home Missionary 
Societies may be obtained by your auxiliaries ? 


Kighteen Unions have such a bureau. In many cases it 
is in charge of the State Secretary. 


Did you, at your last annual meeting, appoint a commit- 
tee to take charge of the missionary magazines, and urge 
each auxilary to secure subscriptions for the same ? 

One Union appoints the Executive Committee to do this ; 
Three put it in charge of the auxiliary officers ; others 
report as follows: ‘* No--a new idea.” ‘‘We will at the 
next meeting.” ‘‘ We have been impressed for some time 
with the importance of this ; we will begin at once.” 


Did you, at your last annual meeting, elect a “‘ State 
Program Committee” to prepare programs for the use of 
auxiliaries ? 

In eight Unions these programs are prepared by the 
State officers ; in two, by the auxiliary officers. One an- 
swers, ** We wi// do this at our next meeting.” Another, 
‘* Hach auxihary makes its own program, or borrows from 
a neighbor.” 


Did you, at the annual meeting, set apart a day to be 
observed by your auxiliaries as a day of prayer for Home 
Missions ? 

Six Unions set apart such a day. Several used the day 


13 


appointed by the A. H. M.S. ‘Alas, we did not!” say 
some. ‘* We will, next year !” is the message from others. 


Are you able to secure regular and satisfactory reports 
from your auxiliaries ? 

To this question eight happy Unions say, ‘‘ Yes, regular 
and satisfactory.” From others we receive less jubilant 
response : 

INO 

“No, indeed !” 

“* Not very.” 

** Not one half respond to our letters of inquiry.” 

‘* Satisfactory from very few.” 

eoW airs” 

** Fairly good.” 

‘« Fair average.” 

“Improving. They do very well if we send printed 
blanks.” 

‘‘Improving. The majority report something.” 

** Not regular or satisfactory ; but the clouds are scatter- 
ing. The star of hope grows brighter.” 

‘Better each year.” 

‘* Better this year than ever before.” 


On the whole, are you encouraged by signs of progress ? 

And the jubilant note comes from every one with more 
or less fervor, ‘‘Yes!” ‘‘ Yes, indeed !” - ‘Yes! espe- 
cially this year.” ‘‘ Yes—real and steady growth.” ‘The 
work is the Lorp’s; we MUST NoT be discouraged !” 
«Indeed we are! in every way—interest, intelligence, and 
contributions.” ‘‘We do not grow very fast, but we are 
not where we were.” ** Liberality in contributions encour- 
ages us greatly because our churches are yet in their 
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infancy. 
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Will you send me any items of interest concerning the 
work of your organization ? 

To this appeal the response has been magnificently gen- 
erous. From an embarrassment of riches your Secretary 
has gleaned items that must be helpful and suggestive to 
all. The pathetic story of the weaker organizations will 
surely win from the stronger messages of sympathy and 
hope, and much earnest prayer for those who meet our 
frontier problems face to face. ‘Through these pages our 
younger organizations will gain inspiration and suggestion 
from the experiences of the older. Thus may we who are 
one in Christ, be one in our aim—to advance the interests 
of His kingdom. 


GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
] 


Is due to the State officers for providing so much materia 
which is of general interest; 


For the many suggestive items, through which this report 
is bristling with helpful points of practical use for all ; 

For writing upon one side of the sheet and saving a busy 
editor time and trouble ; 

For generous response to the request for published re- 
ports ; 

For the Christian spirit with which the somewhat pointed 
questions have been received and answered ; 

For the many personal messages of hearty good will. 


In behalf of the youncER UNrons a_ word of 
acknowledgment : 

It is the custom, when a new Union joins the sisterhood, 
for the message of good news to go out at once from the 
Woman’s Department of the A. H. M. 8. to every State 
‘organization, that the stranger may receive welcome into 
the Homeland Family, and through the kindly sympathy of 


15 


the whole, begin at once to gather strength for the untried 
experience. 

In response to our bulletin” of glad tidings these 
greetings have been promptly given, and have been most 
gratefully appreciated by each Homeland novice, who is 
naturally somewhat bewildered at first, and needs then, if 
ever, just such helpful cheer. 

A SOLID ORGANIZATION. 

THERE are fifty-one States and Territories in our Republic, 
including Alaska. The women of forty-two are already 
organized for Home Missions. Shall we win the remain- 
ing NINE before June, 1892? If Onto, GEorGIA and CALI- 
FORNIA will take under the hospitable Union-wing West 
Virginia, South Carolina, and Nevada; if Kentucky will 
join one of the Southern associations, and thus come into 
line with the Unions; if Superintendent Hood will assist 
in the organization of New Mexico and Arizona, whose 
women are already knocking at the Union door ; and if 
Delaware will organize a Congregational church or two, and 
give us a field there, then, indeed, we may reach our ideal 
A SOLID HOMELAND ORGANIZATION, which will in time 
gather in even Alaska ! 


Ir is well to have a high ideal, and according to the light 

given, we present to this grand Homeland Organization 
THE MODEL UNION. 

THE VITAL PURPOSE of this Union is to evangelize every 
dark place in this land, and through this land—all lands, by 
GIVING THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE. 

The smallest wheel of the most hidden part of the 
machinery is adjusted to carry out this one purpose for 
which the Union exists. . 

The officers are women of faith, prayer, persistence and 
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grace. They honestly BELIEVE, in spite of all indications 
to the contrary, that Christ will overcome the eyil and 
come forth victorious. They believe that Christianity is 
going to WIN through the efforts of those who work together 
with Him. 

They believe in God’s weapon—His Worp—more power- 
ful than any two-edged sword. 

They believe in God’s Remedy for evil—the GosPEL, and 
that there is no darkness so dense, no ignorance so appall- 
ing, no life so corrupt that it cannot be reached by this 
Remedy. 

They believe that the Remedy must be brought into con- 
tact with the disease, as the salt must come into contact 
with the meat, if the meat is to be purified. 

They believe that it is the privilege of every one who has 
received divine healing to carry the Remedy to another, 
either by personal effort, or by a representative. 

These officers say to the Christian women of the State : 
“« Every offering which you place in God’s Treasury, applies 
God’s Remedy to the evil which threatens us to-day ; and 
if your offermg be a ‘ sacrifice-gift,’ the results are multi- 
plied indefinitely.” 

The officers of this Union believe in PRAYER as a mighty 
POWER. ‘They carry the work of the Union to God in 
private and in public. ‘They believe in united prayer at 
stated times. ‘They believe in prevailing prayer. 

They ask for heavenly guidance in the smallest detail of 
the work, believing that God has a plan in it all, and they 
are more zealous to find out His plan than to devise plans of 
their own. Placing themselves honestly under His guidance, 
they secure all the lght possible upon the simplest and 
most effective methods of work. 

The ‘*Model Union” aims to enlist every woman in 
every Congregational church of the State in the work. 
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This is done largely by individual effort. A winsome, Christ- 
hike woman is appointed in each church, and another in 
each county to carry out this aim, and to bring every 
Christian woman into touch with the State officers, and 
through them with the National Societies. The young 
people and the little children are also enlisted. Realizing 
that everybody’s business is nobody’s business, some one is 
appointed to look after every department of work. 


ITS AUXILIARIES. 

Through a properly appointed committee, this Union sees 
to i¢ that every auxiliary has access to the missionary maga- 
zines and literature of the day ; 

That every auxiliary has all the light there is upon mis- 
sionary programs, concert exercises, ete., which the 
National Societies are so willing to furnish ; 

That there is a well-kept Bureau of Information to which 
auxiliaries may.apply; 

This Union presents a course of home missionary study 
and reading to its auxiliaries, including the work of the 
Six Societies ; 

Sends interesting items to the W. H. M. U. column in 
*“The Advance,” to ‘‘The Home Missionary,” and other 
missionary magazines ; 

Secures a column in the State religious paper for news, 
notes, programs, etc., concerning the Homeland work ; 

Pushes the matter of HOMELAND MIsstoN STUDIES. 

THE TREASURY. 

The ‘Model Union” insists upon a membership fee 
however smal], from every auxiliary; and the frontier 
Union teaches its Frontier auxiliaries that if they would 
live, they must give something to outside work ; 

Presents the ‘* Apportionment Plan,” thus giving some- 
thing definite to be reached ; 
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Circulates mite boxes, pledge cards, collection envel- 
opes, etc. ; 

Invites the young people of the Y. P. 8. C. E., and other 
societies, and the children, to help in some special object ; 

Has a twenty-five dollar fee for life-membership for 
adults ;a five-dollar life-membership fee for children. Pro- 
vides certificates of life-membership for both. 

Provides for the current expenses of the Union. Does 
not permit its hard-worked officers to bear the financial 
burden. 

Believing that wise investment of God’s money isa pay- 
ing investment, the ‘‘ Model Union” appropriates a certain 
sum of money every year for canvassing expenses, sending 
a wide-awake woman through the State to waken sleeping 
auxiliaries and organize new ones. Such expenditure is 
a paying investment. 

This Union appropriates money to send a delegate to one 
annual meeting, at least, of the Woman’s Department of a 
National Society; 

Appropriates money to send a delegate to its own annual 
meeting, and trains its auxiliaries to do the same ; 

Secures a ‘‘ Woman’s Hour” on the program of the Gen- 
eral Association ; urges its auxiliaries to attend the district 
associations, and secure a ‘‘ Woman’s Hour” on the pro- 
gram of each, thus enlisting the interest of the pastors. 
The Union also holds occasional fellowship meetings in 
different parts of the State ; 

Appoints an annual THANK-OFFERING SERVICE, which 
may include a ‘‘ PRAYER SERVICE; 

The Model Union urges its auxiliaries to appoint some 
one in each church to secure subscriptions to “ The Home 
Missionary,” and other missionary magazines. 

When sending out blanks for statistics, this Union in- 
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closes a directed envelope for reply, until its auxiliaries have 
formed the habit of conscientious response. 

Through line upon line, precept upon precept, here a 
little, and there a little, with boundless patience, the 
‘Model Union” wins its membership to the business 
habit of sending ALL MONEY, properly designated, to the 
treasury of the State Union, whence it is regularly 
remitted to the several National Societies, with figures 
clearly and carefully arranged—a comfort and delight to 
the Treasurer of each National Society. 


A CLOSING WORD. 


IN imagination the Homeland workers have been gath- 
ered about the homeland fireside ; and as the experiences at 
the North, South, East and West have been given straight 
from hearts which the Lord has opened, the whole com- 
pany have by turns rejoiced with those to whom the lines 
have fallen in prosperous places, and with tearful sympathy 
shared the burdens of those who are in terrible. conflict 
with evils which can never be comprehended, save through 
painful experience. 

And now the little company silently move away; but the 
story of loving ministry in the divine service will go 
through the land for the enkindling of other hearts in 
sympathy with the purpose and work of our Homeland 
Organization. 


Mrs. H. 8. CASWELL, 
Sec’y Woman's Department, A. H. M, 8, 
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1 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


FEMALE CENT INSTITUTION, 
Organized August, 1804, 
AND 
HomeE MIsstONARY UNION, 
Organized June, 1890. 


President, Mrs. Joseph B. Walker, 274 No. Main St., Concord. 
Secretary, Mrs. John T. Perry, Exeter. 
Treasurer, Miss Annie A. McFarland, 196 Main St., Concord. 


As THE ‘‘CENT UNION” is an evolution of a new from 
an old society, the old having pledges to specific objects—it 
has been thought best this year to form no special ‘‘ plan of 
work.” We hope to feel our way to greater things in the 
future.—Mrs. John T. Perry, Secretary. 


THE past year has been a most memorable one in the 
history of this ancient society. Unlike all other missionary 
organizations, our intercourse has heretofore been confined 
merely to our annual report, and to the letters passing be- 
tween the Treasurer and the local societies. That a work 
of so great importance to the religious life of the State and 
country could be so simply carried on for eighty-seven 
years, is a cause for devout gratitude, and has furnished 
a strong argument for hesitating to disturb an existence so 
spiritual in its nature. Without the continued blessing of 
God upon these simple methods, the results which have fol- 
lowed would have been impossible. 

We may take account of the dollars which have been col- 
lected, the fund which has been accumulated, the letters 
and reports that have been written, but we may not measure 
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the individual consecration of the members, or number the 
prayers which, like incense, have ascended during all these 
years, that the blessing of the Father might rest upon this 
quiet, unobtrusive work. 

For several years we have been asking ourselves how we 
might, as women of New Hampshire, enter more fully, as 
those of other States were doing, into all the missionary work 
of the country. During the past year frequent requests 
have been received that we place ourselyes on the broader 
basis of a Home Missionary Union, with a board of officers, 
holding annual meetings ; and, while continuing our work 
for the New Hampshire and the American Home Missionary 
Societies, that we include also contributions for the other 
“National Societies for home missionary work. 

It was therefore deemed wise to call the members of the 
branches, and others interested in home missionary work, 
to a conference, to determine what could be done for the 
advancement of the cause. 

A call was sent out for such a conference, and the meet- 
ing was held at the South Church, in Concord, on Thursday, 
May 22, at which it seemed to be evidently the desire of a 
large majority of the members present to make a reorganiz- 
ation of the Cent Institution ; and a vote to revise the con- 
stitution was passed. 

Five weeks later, on Thursday, June 26, a convention of 
delegates from the Cent Societies was held in the First 
Chureh, in Concord, agreeably to a call issued June 17, at 
which it was voted to reorganize as the New Hampshire 
Female Cent Institution and Home Missionary Union. A 
revised constitution was adopted, and a board of officers 
elected. 

It was decided that, as the work of the year was so nearly 
completed, it should go on as usual until the meeting in 
September, Before holding this convention, information 
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was circulated through the newspapers, and by circulars, so 
that all might be fully informed. There was a singular 
appropriateness in the place of holding the meeting where 
this new departure was made, because it was in this First 
Church, of Concord, that the society had its origin, in 1804. 
A large number of delegates were present, and unanimity 
and harmony characterized the meeting. 

We are now fully in line with the women of forty-two 
States, in every department of labor, for the salvation of our 
country. Let us put forth more earnest efforts for large 
results. We shall hope to have auxiliary societies in every 
church in the State. _ 

New and grand fields of usefulness now open before us. 
We may reach out the helping hand to the ignorant and 
depraved in all parts of the land. We may aid in organiz- 
ing Sunday-schools, and in planting churches and colleges. 
We may send out barrels of clothing and books. Ina word, 
we may bear our part in any way that shall seem best in the 
evangelization of our country. 

We would set up here a memorial stone : ‘‘ Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us.” In His Name let us go forward.— 
Miss A. A. McFarland, Treasurer. 


THe Report of the New Hampshire Union for 1890 
contains a fine picture of Mrs. Eliza McFarland, who organ- 
ized the ‘*Female Cent Institution,” accompanied by a 
historical and biographical sketch of the same. 


23 


MINNESOTA. 


WomaAn’s HomE MiIssIoNARY UNION. 
Organized September, 1872. 


President, Miss Katherine W. Nichols, 230 East Ninth St., St. Paul. 
Secretary, Miss Catherine T. Plant, 2651 Portland Ave., Minneapolis. 
Treasurer, Mrs. M. W. Skinner, Northfield. 


WE continue the “Apportionment Plan.” 

The Executive Committee suggest to each church the 
sum they hope its woman’s society will raise for Home 
Missions. This sum is determined by as full knowledge as 
we can obtain of the condition and ability of each church. 

If the society under consideration is ina small struggling 
church, where the women bear many of the burdens of the 
general church work, including raising the pastor’s salary, the 
apportionment, per capita, is not made as large as in thriv- 
ing or wealthy congregations. 

In most cases this plan proves a stimulus. There is a 
definite sum to work for, and they aim to reach it. Many 
letters say: 

*“We will try to reach our apportionment this year.” 

In a few cases the suggested sum has seemed too large, 
and has been a discouragement. Even in these cases, if the 
burden could have been bravely attempted, we believe 
needed strength would have been given with the effort. 

Passion Week was observed as a week of self-denial. 

From many sources came the small gifts, made possible 
by some extra effort. There was no thought of merit in a 
week of self-denial. It was rather a willingness to add to 
the self-denial of fifty-two weeks in the year, one more ‘act, 
as a special gift in His Name. 
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The best results were obtained where a systematic effort 
was made. In one church the active members constituted 
themselves a committee to whom the entire congregation 
was assigned, and it was planned to have each woman 
spoken to by some friend in whom she had a special interest. 
It is believed that every woman in that church responded. 

The entire sum was small, but it brings a greater blessing 
to the church contributing than double the amount could 
have done if carelessly passed along from one wealthy 
woman’s purse. 

Our aim is to secure the co-operation of every woman in 
every church. We know there is a finer gift than money— 
even a devotion to the Master—which diffuses itself like the 
precious ointment that Mary offered. If our Lord can get 
the hearts of His own children, there will be no more trou- 
ble about the money. 

By correspondence, by personal interviews, in all ways 
that open to us, we hope to enlist interest in the work of 
saving our own land from the doom that will fall upon all 
the nations that forget God. 

We hope every Conference Director will be seized with an 
ambition to know the welfare of every church under her 
care. We hope every Woman’s Society will see to it that 
every member of the congregation is a contributor to Home 
Missions. We look for a wise one in every society, to know 
where a needed word of persuasion can be acceptably offered. 

We hope that all will have a mind to work.—Miss Kathe- 
rine W. Nichols, President. 


WE ARE having a good year, though we sadly miss Mrs. 
Willams. But, perhaps, because she is not here to bear 
the burden for us all, there are several new members who 
take not only an interest in the work, but some responsibility 
in connection with it. Of course, it is like starting all over 
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again to be without her inspiration. This year we are ai/ 
trying to learn how.—Miss Catherine 7. Plant, Secretary. 


[Sample of Blank sent to Minnesota Auxiliaries by the Secretary. | 


Will the Secretaries of all Societies auxiliary to the Minnesota Woman’s 
Home Missionary Union, please fill out the following blanks and 
return to their respective Conference Directors by April 15th. 


Namie gOliy LOW Te, a2 ag Boe cee perc bei we eh wi te Tk) Nw 
NAICIOL) SOCIS ty iis AHS Asters are ee eli Leeks 
eterO i COBO UN AA ULOR earns See ners ANE re eater cere 
INainierOle EAPCSUCCIIbE Sy ps5 oe fee es | Spr 
INamel ol eeuretaryis2si- a ebele) suo, ura. 


INA GEOL CAS UEL OLS emer tre nee eee ot eee we ee eee 


Pam eh CURVLOTUDOES. Seco eet toa coin ee. SN laos 
ituwewyou o.MiassiontBand Isel ves wt. se. odious. lout. oa! 
Does it contribute to Home, Foreign or both treasuries - - - - 
Does your Sunday School contribute to Missions-.------ ~~ 
Is the 8. 8. Money sent through the Woman’s treasury or 

Winecthy-0c. LOO AnCMela lL credSUT Vet. s sees on eon eee 
Does your C. KE. Society have a Missionary Sunday occa- 
onculiy cae 5 yar 1 eee a ek a oe eel sel els Serre, A 


iB RONAN END, thigh lire ace Ae or agtelig. = Saeed Detalles ren he 


Have you any other organization interested in Missions not 
called for here? Please give an account of it_.--....-. 


Other Items of Interest. 
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FAREWELL ADDRESS 
OF MRS. E. S. WILLIAMS. 


As Pror. HUNTINGTON, in our business meeting, brought 
us a word of welcome to the hospitality of Northfield, he 
said he felt impelled to go out and organize a Men’s Board 
of Missions. Looking over this audience today it seems as 
if he must have followed his impulse, and as a result we 
have the ideal missionary meeting, men and women together. 

The women are beginning to feel lonely. The division 
does not seem fair; the men have the faith, we the work ; 
they should go hand in hand. 

One morning on the Columbia River I saw an Indian 
and his squaw in a canoe. The squaw was lustily pul- 
ling both oars up stream while her noble lord, sitting 
easily im the stern, guided the canoe with his paddle. 
He had faith, but it was faith in his squaw. The men 
of the church, crowded with politics, business, money- 
making, the material things of the world, hold to the 
rudder of faith, but it is faith in the women, that 
they will pull the working oar at aid society and festi- 
val, at prayer meeting and missionary meeting, thereby 
largely helping pay church expenses and maintain a respect- 
ble record in the benevolent reports. Whether the seat in 
the stern tends to soul growth is a question ; but there is no 
doubt that the working oars are developing the women, 
clearing their vision, broadening their minds, enlarging 
their hearts and giving them consecrated skill in finance. 

In 1872 this Society was organized in the little dark entry 
of the old church at Lake City, with less than a dozen mem- 
bers. We called ourselves the ‘‘ Woman’s Cent Society.” 

A few years later our name was changed, and our consti- 
tution somewhat, and we became the Minnesota Woman’s 
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Home Missionary Society, auxiliary to the American Home 
Missionary Society. 

Later on we broadened our constitution, and our hearts, 
totake in the American Congregational Union, the American 
Missionary Association, and the New West Education Com- 
mission. ‘This year we have again opened our hearts to ad- 
mit the Sunday School and Publishing Society, and the 
College and Education Society. We have also again changed 
our name, and stand beside our sister States as a Woman’s 
Home Missionary Union. 

Last September, in making out the swggested apportion- 
ments for the churches, we tremblingly and with feeble faith 
asked for seven thousand dollars. The first of August found 
us with but four thousand in our treasury. We sent out at 
once hundreds of letters, and also asked all our auxiliaries 
to meet together in September with thank-offerings for God’s 
goodness to us during the year. 

Today we rejoice, for the whole seven thousand dollars 
have passed through our treasury and already gone all over 
our land in streams of blessing. 

This is the result of patient, faithful work, and self- 
sacrifice in our auxiliaries, and shows what organized effort 
will accomplish. ‘Thirty-five of our auxiliaries have met 
their apportionment—a few more than met it. Some of the 
Children’s Societies have been given nickels to invest ; the 
result has been very satisfactory. One very small society of 
young people were given thirty nickels, and from this small 
beginning they send us thirty-five dollars and say there is 
more to follow. I commend this investment plan to you. 

As I meet with you for the last time today, as President 
of this Society, I have a few suggestions to make. ‘The first 
is to pastors and Sunday-school superintendents : Help these 
women! Very much depends on the hearty help of pastors 
and superintendents. Dear Pastor, your church life will 
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be stronger and sweeter, and your own salary surer, if there 
be a steady stream of benevolence flowing from out your 
church ; ‘‘'To give is to live.” 

‘*There is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it 
tendeth to poverty.” Dear Superintendent, if the children 
are not trained while in your Sunday-school to love missions 
and to give to them, when will they learn? Do help these 
women ! 

Dear brethren in the church, ask these women to have 
their missionary meetings in the church sometimes on Sab- 
bath evenings; ask for a share in them. Help make them 
attractive. It may be this will help you to solve the prob- 
lem of making the second Sunday service attractive. 

We want to interest the boys in missions. How easily we 
might reach them through their fathers. If father likes to 
go to church the boys will like to go; if father cares for 
missions the boys will. 

Dear sisters, let us offer our very best to missions. At 
our delightful lunch, Tuesday noon, a lady said: ‘1am so 
glad to see such pretty plates ata missionary lunch. I think 
the prettiest things belong to God’s service.” 

Let us make our missionary work attractive. In our large 
cities the dressing of store windows has become a recognized 
art. Hach day a new arrangement of attractive goods is 
made under the supervision of a skilled window artist. 
When we display the Lord’s wares as attractively as we do 
the wares of this world, we shall not lack for those who are 
eager to enter into partnership and possessionship. 

Seven thousand dollars seems to us a grand offering. But 
morning, noon and night the Lord has been grandly bless- 
ing us. 

We may congratulate ourselves for today—but only for 
today. ‘Tomorrow we must go at the gathering again, ready 
for another year’s report. Paltry giving will never again 
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satisfy us. If each day of the three hundred and sixty-five 
before us, we make some glad offering, can you imagine 
what the result will be? So great our Treasurer will ery for 
help! 

I commend to you Queen Victoria’s example. She has a 
fondness for pearls. In her early motherhood she planned 
a necklace of these precious gems for each of her daughters. 
Each year she purchased a few pearls, laying them by, and 
as each young bride came to the altar she found a beautiful 
necklace ready to adorn her beauty. 

Shall we not use the same loving forethought in Christ’s 
work? Shall we begin tomorrow to gather our pearls ? 


NOTES. 


Hunpreps of timely and instructive leaflets have been 
distributed throughout our churches, and inspiring mission- 
ary letters have been forwarded to our Sunday-schools. 


THE announcement in December of lessening income 
to our treasury, was followed in January by a call for “ Spe- 
cial Prayer for Missions,’’and a letter inviting the co opera- 
tion of the ‘‘Christian Endeavor Societies.” 

In May an urgent request was made for women unable to 
organize into auxiliaries to assemble regularly for prayer for 
our homeland. 


From the ladies ina small, struggling church in Man- 
kato Conference, not yet sufficiently established to report 
as an auxiliary, came a pledge most precious, their united 
and closet prayers for our work and financial aid as soon as 
possible. 
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A soctrty in Central Conference gent its entire appor- 
tionment and $25 extra as a Christmas offering ; another, 
in the same Conference, increased it apportionment ; while 
one in Western Conference wrote: ‘‘We will double the 
amount asked of us.” 


2 e-» 
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MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


WoMAN’s HomME MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, 
Organized February, 1880. 


President, Mrs, Alice Freeman Palmer, Cambridge, Mass. 
Secretary, Miss Nathalie Lord, 32 Congregational House, Boston. 
Treasurer, Miss Sarah K. Burgess, 32 Congregational House, Boston 


Our Association is glad to report this year an increase in 
its auxiliaries, which now number 224. Several of them 
furnish the entire salary of a worker on the field, while 
there are many others who raise a large proportion of such 
a salary. We always keep on hand for circulation, interest- 
ing letters from the missionaries whom we support, and 
the Six National Societies have generously furnished us 
with leaflets, as we have needed them. ‘lhe mite box col- 
lections of the children are assigned for the salary of a par- 
ticular missionary, and the contributions from the Societies 
of Christian Endeavor have been gladly assigned whenever 
so desired, for some one worker in the field. 

A large proportion of our auxiliaries report regularly 
from year to year, and the interest is growing among them 
in proportion as they are informed as to the needs of our 
land and respond to those needs in gifts and prayers. 

An hour of Saturday in the Week of Prayer is set aside 
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every year by the directors, and our auxiliaries and mission- 
aries are asked to unite then in praying for God’s blessing 
on the field and the workers. 

The Woman’s Home Missionary Association works through 
all of the Six National Societies, supporting two teachers 
and four missionaries under the A. H. M. 8.; two mission- 
aries through the C. 8.8. & P.S.; ten teachers under the 
A. M. A.; eight teachers under N. W. E. C., and one city 
missionary in Salt Lake City. In addition to this work, 
this Association contributes to the A. C. & E. S., and A. 
C. U., its last report naming $1,000 to the former Society 
and $2,150.98 to the other. 

Boxes and barrels to the value of $22,908.11 have been 
sent out.—Miss Nathalie Lord, Secretary. 


Is there in your church an auxiliary to the Woman’s 
Home Missionary Association? If not, will you not organ- 
ize at once ? 

ARE you afraid of multiplying societies? and have you 
already a sewing society? Then conyert that mto an aux- 
iliary to the Woman’s Home Missionary Association, and 
so inerease its efficiency. Are the children interested in 
Home Missions? If not, can they not swell the auxiliary 
workers for the Woman’s Home Missionary Association, 
and so become interested? And lest these organizations 
should not reach all, gather up the fragments that remain 
into our mite boxes, that nothing be lost. 


THe Association has met’ with a serious loss in the death 
of one of their number during the year—Miss Josephine 
Ely, of Lowell. . 

She worked in a quiet, but very effective way, to advan 
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her Master’s kingdom, and all who felt her life, must have 
known in her the mind which was in Christ Jesus. 


LAst summer, Miss Ella A. Leland, the Treasurer chosen 
by this Association at its annual meeting in 1889, was 
obliged to resign her position, and Miss Sarah K. Burgess 
was chosen by the Directors to fill the vacancy temporarily. 


FROM MISS CHARLOTTE R. VOSE. 


Ir is remarkable that out of one hundred and thirty-five 
reports, all, except a very small number, speak of increased 
interest, of enlarged contributions, and of great hopefulness 
and prosperity in their work. It is pleasant to read these 
reports, and pleasant, also, to see that though much has 
been accomplished, the auxiliaries themselves are still far 
from being satisfied. Hardly a report but closes with the 
earnest hope and prayer that more may be done in the 
future. 


A NEW auxiliary says: ‘We have our inexperience to 
contend with, and an ignorance of missionary work which 
is common in the community.” But they have surely gone 
to work in the right way to cure that ignorance, for the 
report goes on to say, ‘Thus far our meetings have been 
devoted to increasing our knowledge of the work and needs 
of missions.” 


ONE society which depends wholly on voluntary contri- 
butions, says: ‘Our receipts are yearly increasing, and 
the same may be said of the interest in the work. The 
more required, the greater exertion there is made to per- 
torm it ; so I beg you to give us enough to do; more than 
we have yet done, We have sufficient material to double 
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our present receipts.” As the entire donations sent by this 


society amount to over $1,700, we feel that the outlook is 
very promising. 


ANOTHER society tells us that ‘‘instead of their usual 
May night entertainment, they decided to raise money by 
individual contributions to the treasury, thus doing away 
with the expense and hard work of getting up an elaborate 
entertainment.” 


WE hear the question asked so often, nowadays, ‘‘ How 
can we interest our children in missionary work?” After 
all, isn’t, perhaps, the secret of it, just in giving them 
something todo? Their sympathies are always quick and 
easy to awaken, and isn’t it possible to hold them by just 
showing them that even the little things which they can do 
are of the utmost importance and help. 


A soolETy, which is comprised of both girls and boys, 
are getting ready a box to send to Dakota. ‘‘ We girls,” 
says the young secretary, ‘‘found the print for the top of a 
quilt, and the boys are to get the lining, and next week we 
are going to tack it.” 


We have some suggestions from an auxiliary which, while 
reporting an increase in membership and receipts, attributes 
this in part to two things: ‘‘ First,” the secretary writes, 
“‘in accordance with the thought of our president that 
‘Satan takes no vacation,’ it was determined in May that 
as the ladies take their vacations at different times, some 
of them would always be at home, our auxiliary should 
therefore not discontinue its meetings during the summer, 
but should hold them monthly, and that each week the 
ladies should meet to sew for the boxes. The meetings 
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have been so well attended, and so much has been accom- 
plished, that we feel our peculiar style of vacation has been 
most profitable. 

Second, the ladies have communicated personally with 
some of the missionaries, and while not expecting replies 
from workers so busy, we have nevertheless received letters 
in reply; and we feel in all these cases a strong bond ot 
mutual helpfulness has been established between our 
workers at home and those in the field. We propose this 
year to continue this work to a greater extent, by sending 
extracts of sermons, or from our own reading, or anything, 
in short, which has helped us, and which we think may 
help the missionaries to the new thoughts in their isolated 
life.” 


—______-e»___ 
4. 
MAINE. 


WomaAn’s MISSIONARY AUXILIARY, 
Organized June, 1880. 
President, Mrs. Katherine B. Lewis, So. Berwick. 
Secretary, Mrs. Gertrude H. Denio, 168 Hammond St., Bangor. 
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Treasurer, Mrs. Rose M. Crosby, 26 Grove St., Bangor. 


I am happy to say that there seems to be a good degree 
of interest in the work throughout the State. Mrs. Foster, 
our Bible reader, did a most excellent work till sickness 
compelled her to leave the field. 


THE great question, What can be done to increase the 
interest of our women in the mission work of our State, as 
well as to augment the number of those contributing to this 
work, has been one not easily answered. In my letter to 
the vice-presidents I asked particularly for suggestions on 
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this point. I am sure you will be much interested, as I 
myself have been, in the replies received. 

One says, ‘‘The only way to have any interest is to keep 
the subject warm all the time.” 

Another answers, ‘‘I think one of the best ways of 
increasing interest is to have fresh news and to circulate it 
freely ; keep in communication with the different churches 
hold quarterly meetings by live, active persons, and in fact, 
think, work, and pray to the best of our ability.” 

Another says, ‘‘I think that there is no better way of 
acquainting the people with this work than by these 
leaflets.” 

Another writes, ‘‘I think nothing would increase the 
interest in the work so effectively and surely as persona] 
visitation among the churches.” 

Still another says, ‘“‘It has seemed to me that what the 
women in our churches need is more information. We can 
send the reports, but we cannot make them read them. If 
some women, or two women together, could hold meetings 
in the interest of the Women’s Auxiliary with the women 
in the different churches, it seems to me it would be ag 
effectual as anything.” Cannot each one of us do some- 
thing toward accomplishing this object, by getting all the 
information we can upon the subject, and then trying to 
interest our neighbors and friends ? 


NOTES. 
THERE is no way in which our interest in a person or an 
object is more surely increased than by the rendering of 
active service. 


Ir is especially urged that the young ladies be interésted. 
Choose some young person for the treasurer—one who is 


36 
wide awake, and who will grow up with the missionary 
spirit. 


‘© We are poor as a church, but there should be an aux- 
iliary in every church, if the ladies only give five cents 
apiece a year. We need such societies as educators in 
missionary work.” 


THE inquiry is, ‘‘ What shall we do?” We urge that 
in every Congregational church a society be formed. Possi- 
bly such a one may now exist. If so, simply use that and 
enlarge it, so that every woman and child shall do her 
share ; and make it do its best. Where no system is in use, 
choose a woman of the right heart, and of the necessary 
capacity to act as president of the local auxiliary ; choose 
another for secretary and treasurer, and let them begin at 
once to enroll all in the parish whom they can persuade to 
become members. 


+--+ 
5 
MICHIGAN. 


Woman’s IHiomE MIssIoNARY UNION, 
Organized May, 1881. 


President, Mrs. George M. Lane, 179 W. Alexandrine Ave., 
Secretary, Mrs, Leroy Warren, Olivet. Detroit. 
Treasurer, Mrs. E. F. Grabill, Greenville. 


THE past year has been one of peculiar solicitude on the 
part of those to whom was committeed the care of this So- 
ciety. It had been for some time apparent that, as soon 
as it could be wisely done, a change should be made in the 
time of closing our fiscal year, so that it might coincide with 
the State and national home missionary year. At the last 
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annual meeting it was decided to take the step at that time, 
thus giving us but eleven months in which to do the work 
of the year. Other factors which have added to the per- 
plexity have been the prevailing illness, the scarcity of 
money and the consequent difficulty of making collections. 
When, at the close of January, we found ourselves with less 
than three thousand dollars in the treasury, and but 
two months of the year remaining, our hearts failed us. 
Our day of prayer and thanksgiving brought a considerable 
sum, and the week of self-denial added much to our re- 
ceipts. The amount received in March was unprecedentedly 
large, so that we came to the close of the year having made 
a virtual gain. This sum has been realized, not from a few 
large gifts made without sacrifice, but from many small 
amounts, gathered with much labor and the result of much 
self-denial. These facts illustrate the cumulative value of 
many small sums—the importance of an organization which 
gathers the littles—and the value of systematic giving. 
There is, however, a point of danger here which needs to 
be guarded. So much has been said of the power of littles 
that it may be feared that some, for whom it was not in- 
tended, have intrenched themselves behind the argument 
and have not met their responsibilities. Have we not talked 
of the mite boxes and forgotten the alabaster boxes? We 
have admired the poor widow with her small accepted of- 
fering—accepted because it was her all—but have we sufti- 
ciently considered the lavish outpouring which another 
made from the fullness of her love, even until it was called 
waste? Shall not love for the Master and his needy repre- 
sentatives, whom he is sending to us, so fill the hearts of 
those to whom he has committed earthly treasures, that 
nothing will express our love but the opening and pouring 
at his feet the most precious gifts. . 
The past year, more than ever, we have felt the impor- 


38 


tance of a-larger devotional element in the work of our socie- 
ties. It is often said by members of the smaller churches, 
““We have no use for a society. We cannot give anything for 
the general work; we have all we can do to help ourselves.” 
There are some cases in which this may-be true, though not 
as many as is sometimes thought, but there is nota church in 
our State so poor or so occupied that the ladies cannot come 
together once in each month to read, and study, and pray 
for this work. Surely one hour out of the seven hundred 
and twenty in each month is not too much time to give to 
a cause which means so much to us, to our children, to our 
country, to the world. 

It is sometimes said: ‘We are so scattered we cannot 
come together.” Some of the best missionary meetings held 
anywhere in the State, the most faithfully attended, the 
most interesting and helpful, are those which are held in 
our country churches, where the women drive from one to 
five miles to reach them. ‘The good which comes to those 
who thus gather, the reflex influence upon the churches with 
which they are connected cannot be estimated. Better 
the prayer without the gift, ifthere be really not the ability to 
give, than many gifts without prayer. Giving is not always 
followed by praying, but with earnest, sincere praying,- 
there will be found in most instances a way to give. 

I think there is need of more system in our work. At 
the close ofa year of anxiety the money pours in. Of course 
we are very thankful to receive it; but, had this amount 
been more evenly distributed during the year, it would have 
saved the officers many sleepless nights, and lessened the 
heavy burden. 

It is not comfortable or convenient for our missionaries 
to wait, as they sometimes do for many months, for their 
overdue salaries. 

May we not adopt some system of weekly or monthly pay- 
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ments by which this difficulty can be avoided? Why not 
bring the amounts, however small, to the monthly meeting ? 
Thus there would be a constant stream flowing into the 
treasury. 

I long to reach our women of means, and say to them : 
“The Master comes to you in the person of his ignorant 
ones, his weak and erring ones, his needy ones. Shall it 
not be with you less of self and more of Christ?” 


*« Follow with reverent steps the Great Example 
Of Him whose holy work was doing good : 
So shall the wide earth seem our Father’s temple, 
Hach loving life a psalm of gratitude.” 


THERE is a fearful significance in the questions which face 
us to-day. The little word, ‘‘ Now,” never had such mean- 
ing. 

We have boasted of our freedom, have called this a 
Christian land, until many have come to say, as did a woman 
to me a few months ago, ‘* Oh, this is Christ’s land and He 
is going to take care of it,” and so sit at ease in Zion. 

But a cloud is hovering over us, a chill is in the air. Day 
and night, on our hill tops and in our valleys, is heard the 
ceaseless tread of multitudes from the Old World—foreign to 
our country and its customs, alien to our race and our religion, 
hostile to our government and our God. Temples and 
pagodas lift themselves in close proximity to our sanctuaries, 
and incense to unknown gods rises on the same air which 
earries aloft our songs to Jehovah. The shadows creep over 
our thresholds, darken our moral horizon, dampen the ardor 
of the Christian faith of our youth. Distant mutterings are 
heard in the air, and now and again a vivid flash of the 
lurid lightning of hate toward our Christian institutions, 
and a thunder peal of defiance from those who would blot 
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out the hght of our God-given faith, startle us, and we 
awake and tremble. 

Yet our Father’s hand is in this gathering of the nations 
within our borders, and his voice is heard from out the 
darkness, saying to every one of his children: ‘Arise, let 
your light shine, the light of the glorious Gospel of My Son, 
your Saviour, and the Saviour of all men, for so, and only 
so, can the night-shadows be swept away and the morning 
come. 

The question comes: ‘‘Are we able to go up and possess 
the land?” We answer, ‘‘ We are able.” 

‘“ But there are giants in the way.” 

«“True ; giants before whom the sons of Anak sink into 
utter insignificance. The giant of Intemperance, with his 
seven-leagued boots is pacing up and down with fearful 
strides; the hydra-headed monster of Socialism with his 
twin brother Anarchy, lift one and another of their scarred 
and hideous forms in different parts of our fair land; the 
cancer-eaten face of Mormonism still shows itself ; the ever- 
present obtrusive ogre of selfishness, causing the ceaseless 
conflict between labor and capital—these, and many which 
shall be nameless, lift their bold, defiant heads, and thrust- 
ing them before us, shriek in our ears their blasphemous 
threats of defiance. 

We cannot, should not close our eyes or stop our ears, 
but with courage born of strong faith in the Lord God of 
Israel set ourselyes to the work in hand, knowing if He is 
for us naught can prevail against us.—Mrs. Geo. M. Lane, 
President. 


THE last years’ receipts showed an increased interest in 
this work. Even very poor churches and Sunday-schools 
have given, though only a part of one dollar, sometimes. 
This does rejoice us greatly. How it lightens one’s burden 
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to try and lighten those of others! Since these struggling 
churches began to give to the general work, they find it 
easier to meet their own church expenses. 

Certain messages are coming in these days which indicate 
development and growth in intelligence. Let me send you 
one or two: 

“We have voted to send our contributions as soon as they 
reach five dollars.” 

“We will not keep our contributions till the end of the 
year, but send every quarter.” 

I am glad of this. I want all to put their money at in- 
terest, by sending it right into the work instead of letting 
it lie to help make a large sum.— Mrs. HL. F. Grabill, Treas- 
urer. 


You ask ‘‘ What cheer from Michigan?” Well, in spite 
of all our efforts, the work of winning Michigan for Christ 
is not quite finished; there is not an active auxiliary in 
every church, and thereare still a few women who “are not 
interested in Home Missions;” but 

“Taking the year together, there are far less clouds than 
sun.” 

The work of the year has been widely educational, both 
with regard to information concerning the wide field and 
to the advantages of systematic giving. ‘The young people — 
are far more intelligent about the work in general, and the 
preparation of a series of lessons on Home Missions for the 
use of our Endeavor Societies, is going to help along this 
work greatly the coming year, in this direction. There 
seems a deepening interest all along the line. More prayer, 
larger gifts, and many more willing hearts, realizing that 
God always works with a few, rather than with many, and 
glad to be of his chosen ‘‘' Three Hundred.” 

Our beloved President, Mrs. Lane, is very much out of 
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health, but we trust she will not be obliged to give the work 
to other hands. ‘This would indeed be atrial to her and to 


us all.— Miss M. C. Mallory, Secretary Bureau of Informa- 
tion. 


NOTES. 
IN all our plans of work and of giving we must first of all 
remember as dutiful children, the mother of us all, the 
American Home Missionary Society. 


How shall we win our pastors to realize how helpful to 
them the Woman’s Missionary Societies may prove in local 
church work? In several of our churches the Woman’s 
Missionary Society has, once in two or three months, or at 
longer intervals, taken charge of the Sunday evening ser- 
vice, bringing before the entire congregation in various 
forms the missionary intelligence which they have carefully 
gathered, interspersing the exercises with suitable music 
and taking a collection at the close. 

Remir frequently. Do not allow money to remain long 
in the treasury. Regular and constant gifts, though small, 
make a large aggregate. 


ABOVE all, let us have the earnest prayers of every woman 
in every one of our churches. 
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6 
KANSAS. 


Woman’s HomE Missionary, UNION. 
Organized October, 1881. 
President, Mrs. F. J. Storrs, Topeka. 
Secretary, Mrs. George L. Epps, Topeka. 
Treasurer, Mrs. J. G. Dougherty, Kansas City. 


AT our annual meeting at Hiawatha last fall, I felt the 
growth of interest in our work. I saw it in the unusual 
number present. I saw it in the rapt attention, and the 
kindling eye. The delegates at that meeting were mostly 
hard-worked, self-sacrificing women. I often feel as though 
I could not say one word to such women about GIVING. 
Indeed, there is little need to urge many of them, for they 
know, I verily believe, what it is to be a “ Living Sacrifice.” 
But there 7s comfort in the knowledge that what they take 
from their plain, simple, hard lives will be returned to them 
an hundred fold by Him who “sits over against the 
treasury.” 

There are few to be found in Kansas upon whom this 
financial depression has not fallen heavily. 

The change of time for the anuual meeting will make 
our contributions appear more backward than they really 
are, as our gifts usually come in more freely during the 
fall months. | . 

We must make an advance upon outsiders. We must 
reach and interest the uninterested.—MWrs. F. J. Storrs, 
President. 


We have this year, for the first time, made out an 
“apportionment” asking something from every Congrega- 
tional Church in Kansas, whether there is an auxiliary of 
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our Union there or not. Thus far the answers are 
encouraging.— Mrs. Geo. L. Epps, Secretary. 


Every year there are donations sent directly to the New 
York office which should be credited to the women of 
Kansas. As I notice the list in The Home Missionary I 
wonder why our ladies do not choose the better way, and 
send to the treasurer of the Woman’s Union so that we 
may know just what Kansas women are doing for the 
homeland. I suppose “ Line upon line, and precept upon 
precept,” with patient waiting for the result we so much 
desire must be our line of action. There is progress in 
many ways, and with Curist for our Leader may we not 
look forward with great expectations to the years to come ? 
—Mrs. J. G. Dougherty, Treasurer. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS AT THE 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


“Tuy kingdom come.” Let us think a moment, what 
that glorious consummation will be. No war, no oppression, 
no corruption, no selfishness, no sin. Imagination fails to 
grasp the glory and the beauty of that day! Yet we have 
the sure word of promise: “His kingdom shall be ever- 
lasting; all nations and people shall bow before Him.” 
What relation has this woman’s organization to the coming 
of the kingdom ? 


Ir is very wonderful that we may have a part in the 
coming of the kingdom. How easily God could do the work 
without us. He chose to make us co-workers with Him. 
How could he have given us greater honor, how ennobled 
us more ? 

Tried and anxious about our circumstances and sur- 
roundings as we often are, 1 think it a delightful rest, to 
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forget all our annoyances for a while, planning and work- 
ing for the growth of Christ’s kingdom. Our view be- 
comes so enlarged, our spiritual sight so increased, that we 
return to our special cares, giving them more nearly the 
thought and place they merit, in comparison with the in- 
terests of the kingdom. 

HAVE we not learned that selfishness is the greatest foe 
with which we have to contend in. divine life? I believe 
that to pray “ Thy kingdom come,” and to make our lives 
repeat the prayer is the best way to eliminate selfish- 
ness. ‘I'o give our time and thought and labor in this 
organization for the coming of His kingdom in this land, 
that this land may lighten the world, is not that just the 
work that Christ has given us to do? 

A MISSIONARY from a foreign field lately wrote home, 
“Keep Home Missions at a white heat, if you would have 
Foreign Missions prosper.” 

ONE of the greatest obstacles, perhaps the one oftenest 
met, in persuading others to help in this work, is, “I can 
do so little,” and so the hands are folded and nothing is 
done. 

Most of us can do but little, but that little well done by 
each, if it be all that we can do, makes it certain that the 
whole work is accomplished, for in Christ’s plan for the 
consummation of this work each one is allotted only what 
she can do, with the great blessing to herself. 


NOTES. 

THE annual meetings of the Home and Foreign Societies 
are held on consecutive days. The often-repeated remark, 
“T find I have very little to say, as the Vice-President of 
the Foreign Society gave my report yesterday,” told how 
closely the two societies are united in work and interest, 
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ONE need in Kansas is leaders for children’s bands. One 
says, “ Let us get rid of this ‘ I-pray-thee-have-me-excused’ 
spirit, and go to work for our Master wherever he needs 
us. 


THERE are more subscribers to The Home Missionary in 
Kansas than ever before. This is the result of special 
effort among the women. 


KANSAS PLAN OF WORK. 


SfatemWionkgete sate 5 ae ee PAGO Hyp Ark Gos Wc Se ys oe eee $125 
Pat Olay Nee eee 2s eS DOM ICS aS eu eS. te ees see 50 
DSI tA Wiad thd GON Se ea Chet aes 2 Ieee soe Oxted] Deets ee one EE 50 


THe Kansas Union has issued a circular containing 
names of officers and “ Hints for Immediate Use of Auxili- 

aries.” Upon the last page of this four-page circular is a 
list of the one hundred Kansas churches with the “appor- 
tionment ” assigned to the women of each to make the sum 
total of $900 in the “ Plan of Work.” 

Among the “ Hints,” this message appears: “On 
another page you will find the amount apportioned to your 
Society, which we feel sure you will make an effort to raise. 
Should the amount seem too large, count yourself by so 
much the more blessed, as the larger the gift, the larger 
the blessing,” 
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OHIO. 


Woman’s HoMeE MIssIONARY UNION. 
Organized May, 1882. 
President, Mrs. J. G. W. Cowles, 417 Sibley St., Cleveland. 
Secretary, Mrs. Flora K. Regal, Oberlin. 
Treasurer, Mrs. F. D. Wilder, Oberlin. 


Our Annual Meetings furnish an opportunity which I 
highly prize, of feeling the pulse and taking the tempera- 
ture of the women of our churches in regard to this all- 
important work. The interest appears to be steadily 
increasing. Our organization is lacking in some very 
important adjuncts; for example, we have no organ, and 
no traveling secretary; two important auxiliaries to the 
progress of our work,—WMrs. J. G. W. Cowles, President. 


Some of our wisest women are urging for the use of our 
auxiliaries some form of Home Mission Studies—a publi- 
cation in which both topics and material are found. One 
who has files of all our missionary magazines and who has 
time and patience for the search, can, of course, have all the 
information there is. I have myself never felt the lack, 
and so have perhaps hardly done justice to those who com- 
plain of the difficulty of finding material to make their 
meeting helpful. 

Some hail the January Home Missionary as the beginning 
of the dawn.— Vrs. Flora K. Regal, Secretary. 


EXTRACT FROM SECRETARY’S ADDRESS AT THE ANNUAL. 
MEETING. 


! 


WHILE we rejoice in the success of our missionaries in 
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all their fields of labor, and are encouraged thereby, let us 
not imagine that we are necessarily made resplendent by 
their reflected light. It is to be feared that some of us 
have approved self-sacrifice in others who know very little 
about it in our own experience, and have been more ready 
to praise self-denial than to practice it. Our devotion has 
partaken too much of the spirit of “ Lord, here am I, send 
her!” 

When we disabuse our minds of the imprescion that the 
Master requires of our missionaries more consecration than 
he does of us, and that it is easy for them to leave home 
and friends, church, and school, and everything that has 
made them what they are, to live with no society but those 
to whom they are trying to teach the first principles of civ- 
ilization as well as Christianity, we shall have a new appre- 
ciation of missionary labor. When we shall all feel that 
they and we alike are responsible for the success of mis- 
sions; that they and we alike are to contribute time, 
strength, labor, money, whatever God has blessed us with; 
that they and we must succeed or fail together, then there 
will need be no more appeals for money for the Lurd’s 
work, and there will be no more missionary debt! The 
spirit that in its enthusiasm resolves in the great Saratoga 
meeting that the American Home Missionary Society shall 
have $700,000 for its work the coming year will not spend 
its enthusiasm in passing resolutions, but will pervade and 
inspire every church in the land and every Ladies’ Society 
and Mission Band, every Christian Endeavor Society and 
every Sunday-school, and every isolated Christian with 
such a sense of personal responsibility in the matter, that 
there shall be no rest or peace till the sum is raised. 

The present Home Missionary debt is simply appalling. 
It means that brave men and women in the service must 
suffer. With unpaid salaries, plain food must become 
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plainer still; worn clothing must become still more thread- 
bare; cheap houses must give place to yet cheaper to save 
rent; and when every possible retrenchment has been 
made, harassing debts must still be contracted to swallow 
up the salary almost before it is permitted to feast the mis- 
sionary’s eyes. 

What feeling have we on this subject ? Shall we deplore 
the debt with deep drawn sighs and then go back to the 
societies we represent and take up our routine work forget- 
ful of a call outweighing every other, or shall we recognize 
an obligation transcending every other in importance and 
bend our individual and collective energies to the rescue ? 


NOTES. 


THE call for contributions to Home Missions was never 
more pressing than now. We have proved the advantages 
of organized effort. Let us respond to the united yoices 
of Patriotism, Philanthropy, and Christianity in behalf of 
our own country. 


THE problem of what to do for the foreign population 
we have attempted to solve, not by any movement directed 
toward “the masses,” but by the much more effective plan 
of house to house visitation and personal acquaintance. 
This is the secret of the steady growth of the Cleveland 
Bohemian Mission and the success of the Bible Readers’ 
School. We are truly thankful to be permitted a share in 
their support. 


ANOTHER strong ground of encouragement in our State 
work is the zeal, industry, and increased efficiency of the 
Conference Directors. To their labors is chiefly due th 
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large increase in the number of auxiliaries for the past 
year. Their reports make very little mention of letters 
written but not answered, of blanks distributed but never 
heard from, of contributions that might have enriched our 
treasury but went thoughtlessly by it. In spite of all these 
discouragements the reports are very hopeful, and: we have 
‘not yet abandoned the aim of an auxiliary in every church 
and every woman in the church a member. Why should it 
be thought visionary to expect every woman who prizes 
Christianity for herself and her loved ones, to be willing to 
give an hour once a month, twenty-five cents once a year, 
and a prayer every day, that some sin-cursed community 
may have the gospel she professes to prize ? 


>> 


8 
NEW YORK. 


Woman’s Home MIssI0ONARY UNION, 
Organized October, 1883. 
President, Mrs. Wm. Kincaid, 483 Greene Ave., Brooklyn. 
Secretary, Mrs. Wm. Spalding, 511 Orange St., Syracuse. 
Treasurer, Mrs. L. H. Cobb, 59 Bible House, New York City. 


Ir is too early to speak of receipts, but of the advance of 
the New York Union in other respects we have great 
reason for encouragement. ‘Thirty new auxiliaries have 
already been added, making our full number one hundred 
and seventy-three. 

Most faithful work has been done by the State and local 
officers. Beside the annual meeting in Middletown, eleven 
Associational meetings have been held which in general 
have been largely attended. These have been in Brooklyn, 
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Watertown, Philadelaphia, Gloversville, Horner, James- 
town, Newark Valley, Wellsville, North Java, Ticonderoga, 
and Mt. Sinai. Of these Associational meetings Mrs. 
Spalding says : “The universal testimony is that they are 
most helpful. It is difficult for each auxiliary to send a 
representative to the annual meeting, but usually a lady can 
be found who will journey to a neighboring town for such 
a purpose. She will find herself hopeful’and enthusiastic 
from touch with other workers and will return with some 
fresh and interesting item for her home meeting, which 
perhaps dragged a little last month.” 


Ir is a beautiful name and thought which many of our 
auxiliaries are bearing—this royal privilege of being prin- 
cesses, daughters to an all-powerful King. Surely we do 
not serve Him as hired helpers but with love and rejoicing 
as a daughter in her home. Whatever advances her 
father’s interest, that cannot engross too much of her 
thought and time. 


Our faith in the ultimate redemption of our land and 
the world is sure. This work is to be accomplished through 
us as one division of the great army whose leader is none 
other than the Lord of Hosts. May Jehovah reveal him- 
self to each one of us as to Moses and Elijah on Mt. Horeb. 


NOTES. 
PLAN OF WoRK. 
AmericanyHome Missionary Society,e: s-- 2242 2a22s-4-4-5 $2,600.00 
American WVissiOnary pASSOCIAtION © = a0 seem aa se a at 2,000.00 
Amencan GongregationaleUniOni na 1. =. eee ene ees os I, 200.00 
. . . t ‘ 
New West Education Commission, ------__-- ctenanles cpapeecie 1,100.00 


Sunday School and Publishing Society,-....-.----- eben 600,00 


College andyEducationocietyso2ie - sase ee eee ee 300.00 
SpecialiiCanvass --2 9-2-2 Bettis 2 er See eee ee 100.00 
Usual: State Expenses, = ace ee en eee = ee eee 100.00 

‘Rotalese eee eh wh Sena Sepia te ets eh Spe SU Nae ee Be) ot $8 ,0c0.00 


OnE of the saints in a little church, lately damaged by a 
wind storm, writes: ‘ We had five dollars raised and ready 
to send to the Woman’s Home Missionary Union two 
months ago, but it was delayed, and you cannot think how 
I felt when after a month our secretary told me that we were 
in such straits that she had asked most of the contributors 
if they did not think we needed it more at home, and they 
had assented. And I told our secretary we could never be 
prospered to do such a thing.” 

No church has been found too small or too weak to raise 
five dollars to lend to the Lord. Surely He will repay it 
with interest. 


THe best information from the field can be obtained from 
the publications of the National Societies. 


FROM THE PRESIDENT AT THE ANNUAL MBERTING. 


Keep up with the times. Discuss live and burning ques- 
tions. After you have studied in turn the various benevo- 
lent societies of the Congregational order, do not begin 
again with the Mormon question, way back, when Joseph 
Smith discovered the inspired message committed to him. 
Take for granted that everybody knows that history, and 
ask some wide-awake member to investigate the advantages 
gained by the Gentiles in the recent Salt Lake City elec- 
tions. 

Why wouldn’t it be a good idea to appoint one lady to 
w tch the newspapers and to read the magazines, and to 
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bring into your meeting the latest and the best news from 
the West or the South or upon the subject at the time under 
discussion in your society? Do not imagine that your 
meetings will be spoiled, even if your magazines are circu- 
lated and read before. It will be an added pleasure to learn 
how a certain article has impressed Mrs. A, or Mrs. B, and 
doubtless will produce more informal discussion. 


—___>- > ____ 


9 
WISCONSIN. 


WomMaANn’s HoME MISSIONARY UNION. 
Organized October, 1883. 
President, Mrs. H. A. Miner, 540 State St., Madison. 
Secretary, Mrs, A. A. Jackson, 117 Washington St., Janesville. 
Treasurer, Mrs. C. M. Blackman, Whitewater. 


THE year now closed has been one of great changes, 
filled with physical suffering, weakness, and death. 

Had we realized, one year ago that our beloved pastor 
and wife would so soon have been called to another por- 
tion of the Master’s vineyard far away, and we were to 
be left many months with no under shepherd, our hearts 
would have failed us. Had we known the dear little 
woman, whom we were as sure to see as the hour that 
called us to our different departments of church work, 
would not be with us in our planning, and to extend to us 
the hand that was never closed to good work, we should 
have asked, Why must these things be? From whom 
will our strength come? Mrs. Richards beside her hus- 
band in the new field of labor in Philadelphia, tells still 
the “old, old story,” and Mrs, Kerr with Jesus is singing 
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the new, new song, and rejoicing in His glory. But we 
will thank God we have had them; and pray that their 
mantles may fall on those who now take their places and 
close up the ranks. 

While we miss the absent, and feel heart-sore because 
their loved faces are before us no more, we will thank our 
loving Father for the’ present, our helpers, our prospects, 
and the assurance of His help and strength now and 
. always. 

When we, as a Union, realize “we are seven times one 
to-day,” and how wide open the door of opportunity has 
swung for the workers to enter, the great harvest fields 
ripe for the reaping, with here and there a workman, and 
we note the fallen, wasted grain “too late” to save, we cry, 
“Oh, Christian woman of America, why sit still in the 
home when the Master has come, and ecalleth for thee ?” 

We must not fail to see that the church of America differs 
materially in responsibility and privilege from that of any 
other nation. Other nations remain practically unchanged 
for generations, but ours is changing rapidly, and is no 
small factor in determining the future of other nations 
and of the world. 

How shall we win and guide the young life about us ? 
Our girls, God bless them! scarcely realize how much they 
are indebted to Christianity for the position they occupy; 

_and yet there is progress in this direction. Many in our 
schools and-colleges and churches are giving their youth- 
ful enthusiasm to the work. Grand possibilities are bound 
up in the lives of these brave girls. Yet, to reach the 
many young ladies of wealth, ability, and education, but 
who seem to go aimlessly through life without any thought 
of helping others, needs not a little skill and personal in- 
fluence. Mothers especially need to believe in all mission- 
wy work if the daughters are to catch the inspiration, 
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A lady visiting a farmer one day, saw him hitching a young 
colt with the old horse, when she said to her friend; “ Why 
do you do that?” He replied: “That is the colt’s mother; 
she goes all right and I want the colt to learn from the 
mother.” Let us mothers go right and our children will 
follow. 

I want to speak of our “ Mission Bands,” our little ones; 
they are the hope of the country and the world. Dr. 
Theodore Cuyler has said, “ Save the children and you save 
America; save America and you save the world.” 

It has been said “that woman is the practical balance 
wheel of the world, God’s imperial guard, coming to the 
front in a time of great emergency. They are spiritual 
Amazons, a host with banners, and our great Societies are 
feeling the support of this mighty reserve.” 

Forty-two States organized to supplement the work of 
these great societies, $35,000 going last year into the treas- 
ury of the American Home Missionary Society alone, more 
than ever before, signifies that this “Imperial Guard,” . 
though in the weakness of her womanhood, goes in the 
strength of God and the Gospel. 

It means work, but what a blessed work. It means self- 
denial, but it is for his sake, who is more to us than all 
the world, and it means arich reward, a seeing Him as He 
is, our sacrifice, our Redeemer.—Mrs. H. A. Miner, Presi- 
dent. 

I PRESUME, as a State, we are not alone in finding many 
obstacles and hindrances to our work. The experience we 
gain, year by year, we feel, helps us to meet and overcome 
these, but so many drawbacks are beyond our power to pre- 
vent, that we are often tempted to become discouraged. 
We have never a thought of giving up the work or even 
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relaxing our efforts, for the work only is ours, the results 
belong to the dear Lord.— Mrs. 4. A. Jackson, Secretary. 
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10 
NORTH DAKOTA. 


WomMAn’s HoME MIssIONARY UNION, 
Organized November, 1883. 
President, Mrs. W. P. Cleveland, Caledonia. 
Secretary, Mrs. Silas Daggett, Harwood. 

Treasurer, Mrs. J. M. Fisher, Fargo. 


Norru Dakota presents a more prosperous appearance 
than it has for three years. 

The long-continued drought which has disheartened the 
faithful husbandman and retarded the progress of all 
enterprises, church as well as secular, in many localities, 
seems to have been displaced by the welcome snows of 
winter and the recurrent rains of spring, and the tiller of 
the soil is jubilant over the properous outlook for the 
coming seed-time and harvest. We trust the Lord’s por- 
tion of this year’s increase will be a goodly one. 

I notice in the General Report for 1889-90 that Maine 
“considers it a better investment financially to Christianize 
her men there than to let them come West and then try 
to follow and capture them here. This reminds me of 
the saying that has become proverbial in the West, that 
“ Christians coming from the Kast leave their religion behind 
them!” While we regret this saying, we too often find ita 
true one, and can only wish that before coming to the 
West, every Christian would have his armor so girt about 
him that by its secure bucklings he would be constantly 
reminded of his obligations and responsibilities, and that 
every covenant he has ever made with the Lord would be 
doubly binding. 

Our Western boys and girls need the example of Sab- 
bath observing, straight-forward Christian men and wome 
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Since the deficiency in the treasury of the A. H. M.S. 
has become so alarming, our work has been to arouse local 
societies to raise more if possible to replenish this depleted 
treasury. 

One discouraging feature—if we would allow ourselves 
to be discouraged—is the indifference with which churches, 
having no Missionary Society, treat our letters urging 
them to organize; still we feel that every letter and postal 
sent is good seed sown, which wa after a time take root 
and bring forth fruit. 

The loss of our Vice- President by death is sadly felt 
although she had filled that office but a short time.—WMrs. 
W. P. Cleveland, President. 


OF our sixty-five churches only twenty-one have woman’s 
missionary societies. It is difficult to interest those in the 
work at large whose own children are being reared with 
few religious privileges. There are pastorless churches 
here whose members are hungry for the Gospel. 

During the past winter literature has been sent to indi- 
vidual members—one or two leaflets at a time—to insure 
their reading; and by continuing this method we expect 
to arouse the indifferent to'a sense of their responsibility. 

Mite-boxes have also been sent out over the field to 
glean for the Master. Already we begin to feel the influ- 
ence of these silent reminders that “the Master sits over. 
against the treasury.” 

There certainly is more interest in the cause of missions 
than at any previous time in our State work. The auxilia- 
aries and the State officers are becoming acquainted, and 
replies to letters which were once so difficult to obtain are 
now like the correspondence of mutual friends. The 
Secretary looks forward to the answers with the pleasant 
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assurance that theyh will come and that they will be full of 
interest. 

One of our auxiliaries recognized the illustration in the 
Home Missionary Number of The Advance as their 
own house of worship. It is in a drought-stricken dis- 
trict, and the members have a, hard struggle to sustain ' 
the little mission circle. But they meet regularly and 
study the literature that accompanies the program, giving 
their mites when they can—their prayers always. And 
the Holy Spirit meets them there. 

It requires a good deal of love for the work, faith in the 
promises of God, and persistent effort to keep up an interest 
in the little societies whose members live six or eight miles 
distant from one another. 

If we could reach the ear of each of our National Socie- 
ties we would entreat them to send out here, oftener 
than they do, some representative from headquarters. 
Those societies which have been organized a long time and 
have become efficient in the work cannot know what an 
inspiration one earnest, intelligent representative of the 
Parent Society is to those who are groping in unfamiliar 
paths, 

Our program committee has done successful work, and 
we would recommend the plan to other societies. Each 
alternate month the Home and Foreign fields have been 
studied with increasing interest and contributions. 

It is our purpose to reach every family with the freshest 
leaflets, and, so far as possible, secure subscriptions for the 
MISSIONARY MAGAZINES. 

Knowledge begets interest, and interest begets benevyo- 
lence. 

On the whole the future looks very hopeful. 

If we could afford to send out some one whose heart was 
ull of zeal in the work, and who could present the needs 
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of ‘the benevolent Societies in an intelligent manner, I am 
confident there would be no lack of interest in the little 
churches which think they are doing their whole duty in 
sustaining the work at home. At least they would be in- 
duced to organize for reading and prayer. 

Missionary meetings are held in connection with the dis- 
trict conferences and are a means of reaching many who 
cannot attend the annual meeting. In every instance 
there have been hopeful results from these gatherings for 
prayer and conference.—Mrs. Silas Daggett, Secretary. 


Srnck last October we have organized four new bands 
among the children, at Cando, Grand Forks, Dawson, and 
Mayville. As soon as the traveling is better we hope to 
secure others. We do not intend to rest until every church 
in North Dakota has a Band under its care. I think 
nearly all, if not all, contribute to both Home and Foreign 
work. 

The mite boxes are a great help toward raising funds. 
The Band in our church “ Helping Hands” had a public 
missionary meeting at the church two weeks ago, which 
was very interesting and one part of the program was the 
opening of their mite boxes, when it was found they had 
in them over five dollars. It would have done your heart 
good to have seen their faces when they learned the amount; 
they could hardly wait over night before they began 
again. 

I love the work more and more, and hope the time may 
come when I can have more time to devote to it, 

The “Star Mission Band,” is doing a good work. Any 
suggestions about work among the children would be most 
thankfully received. Mrs. HL. H. Stickney, Fargo, N. D., 
Secretary of work anong the children, 
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11 
OREGON, 


Woman’s HomE MIssioNARY UNION, 
Organized, July, 1884. 
President, Mrs. John Sommerville, 147 First St., Portland. 
Secretary, Mrs. H. J. Livermore, Oregon City. 
Treasurer, Mrs. T. E. Clapp, 223 Park St., Portland. 


Ir is only by an occasional pause to look backward at the 
landmarks, as we slowly ascend a steep mountain, that we 
realize we are making any progress, and in like manner we 
must pause in a work of this kind for a retrospective 
glance to enable us to keep up our courage so as to do our 
work at all. I had been feeling a little blue lately in re- 
gard to the progress of the Woman’s Home Missionary 
Union, of Oregon, but I find, on comparing this year with 
last, that we have every reason to be encouraged. The- 
churches are gradually taking up this work, and new aux- 
iliaries are being formed, and while our motto has been to 
“aim at an intelligent interest” more than money, yet I 
am glad to say that there has also been a gain in money. 

Our need of a General Organizer is as great as ever. Oh, 
that some earnest, intelligent, consecrated, educated woman 
would feel “ called” to come to Oregon and take up this 
work here! Mrs. Lydia Tichenor Bailey gave six addresses 
to the women of different churches here, last summer, 
and the manner with which they were received showed how 
much good could be accomplished by continued efforts in 
that direction. I wish many of our young women might 
be induced to take a course in a seminary that would es- 
pecially fit them for just such work as this. They would 
be in great demand in the next decade.—Mrs. John Som- 
merville, President. 


62 


I came from Illinois to the Pacific Coast about two years 
ago, and at the last annual meeting of the Oregon Union 
was appointed State Secretary. While my heart is full of 
love for the work, I have as yet accomplished very little, 
except in our ownchurch. There is much to encourage one 
here, but the State work is encompassed with difficulties. 
When we are more thoroughly organized our work will, of 
course, be more thorough. We need all the missionary lit- 
erature that you can spare for us.— Mrs. H. J. Livermore, 
Secretary. 


NOTES. 


At their Second Annual Meeting the Oregon Union held 
“a Command and Promise Service,” which was very inter- 
esting, and served as a keynote to the whole meeting. 


Mrs. E. 8. WriirAms told the Oregon ladies that more 
than $60,000 having been paid into the Home Missionary 
treasury by women last year the churches must have faith 
in the women. 
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es 
WASHINGTON. 


WomMaANn’s MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 
Organized July, 1884. 
Reorganized June, 1880. 
President, Mrs. N. F. Cobleigh, Walla Walla. 


Mrs. E. Wilcox, Spokane Falls, Eastern Washington. 
Secretaries, + Mrs. W. C. Wheeler, 406 Tacoma Ave., Tacoma, 
Western Washington. 
Treasurer, Mrs. W. R. Abrams, Ellensburg. 


I HAVE been doing evangelistic work, having held thirty_ 
four meetings during the month. At Farmington, in the 
Cobleigh Memorial Church, we held twenty-three services. 
Many who had been members in other places but had not 
confessed Christ since coming to this country were led to 
come again to the communion table, and some were inter- 
ested for the first time. 

Four services were held at Seltice Junction with an 
average attendance of eighty-five in a school-room built for | 
about forty scholars. 

They have not had on the average four services a year 
in the past, and they have no Sunday-school. 

I had with me Sunday-school papers and the children 
gathered eagerly to get the papers. We hope ‘to organize 
a Sunday-school there soon and build a house of worship. 
We may have to call it a Union church. 

I was in Tekoa one week and a half. The roads 
were bad so the women did not attend evenings. We 
hope good was done in each place. I left Saturday 
morning at 11 A. M. and was in a caboose of a freight-train 
until eight o’clock in the evening without dinner. The 
people of St. John gave me a hearty welcome. 
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Sunday morning 125 persons were present, and nearly 
as many Sunday and Monday evenings. 

They have no pastor or house of worship and they feel 
much as though they were neglected. If Mr. Hooker, the 
member of the Yale Band, had not been sick, we should 
have had a house of worship and a much stronger church 
there now. They wanted me to stay through the week, 
but I could not, as I had promised to be here to help 
reorganize the Ladies’ Society. They voted to become 
auxiliary to the State Society. 

Our ladies now include Northern Idaho, in the Woman’s 
Work of Washington. 

We expect to begin work in other towns of Northern 
Idaho this spring and summer. 

Iam working almost beyond my powers of endurance. 
There is so much to be done, I can hardly help it. 1 have 
held services where there would have been no religious 
service if I had not been there. God seems to give me 
added strength for the work.—Mrs. N. F. Cobleigh, Presi- 
dent. 


‘(H1s State Association is but two years old. Every one 
is new in the State, and we do not know yet upon whom to 
call for work. There was quite an advance last year over 
the first, and we are not discouraged. We need the prayers 
of our homeland sisters.— Mrs. W. C. Wheeler, Secretary. 
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13 
SOUTH DAKOTA. 


WomaAn’s HomME MIssIOoNARY UNION, 
Organized September, 1884. 
President, Mrs. A. H. Robbins, Bowdle. 
Secretary, Miss Ida E. Willcutt, Willow Lakes. 
Treasurer, Mrs. A. A. Clark, Lake Preston. 


THE whole wide field of work before our Union grows 
upon our hearts. Surely every Christian woman should 
ask seriously and sincerely “ Lord what wilt thou have me 
to do?” and then take up the work the Lord shows to her 
with earnest consecration and determination. 

To us who receive so much help from the A. H. M.S. 
the call seems specially urgent to do all we can. 

Our societies are less able to give than in previous years 
on account of poor crops and drought, but we are deter- 
mined to do what we can. Our motto this year tells of our 
determination and the source of our strength and trust. 

“Tord it is nothing with Thee to help, whether with 
many or with them that have no power. Help us, O 
Lord, our God, for we trust in Thee, and in ‘Thy name do 
we go against this multitude.” 

A few new societies are added to our number. We are 
trying to have one in every church. 

We are trying the apportionment plan this year, but 
eannot tell yet with what success. Would that we could 
arouse every woman in our churches to see the open door 
of opportunity and persuade them to enter it, trusting in 
Christ for strength to do the work. Our funds would be 
vastly increased and our spiritual power far more. We 
could claim the promise made to Jehoshaphat; “ Be not 
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afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude, for 
the battle is not yours, but God’s.” 
We are sure of success because of the word of the Lord. 
So we feel like saying: “ In the name of our God will we . 
set up our banners,” and go forward with the work.—WMrs. 
A, H, Robbins, President. 


THE “ Woman’s Hour” has become an acknowledged 
feature in our local Association. We are often told that it 
is the best part of the program. It is an educating influ- 
ence to the pastors. Two or three years ago I asked a 
pastor if there was a Ladies’ Missionary Society or Chil- 
dren’s Band in his church. He looked a little blank and 
finally murmured that he believed the ladies were doing 
something. They are better informed now as to what the 
ladies are doing. 

This year we have made especial effort to scatter mission- 
ary literature. We occasionally find some one who knows 
nothing of the work and workings of our missionary Socie- 
ties. Neal Dow said: “Sow Maine knee deep with temper- 
ance literature then we shall reap the harvest.” So it is 
our aim to make information so plentiful, so widespread 
that we may have abundant returns. 

South Dakota is making a desperate struggle for existence. 
If she holds her own in point of contributions and numbers 
we ought not to feel discouraged. Our aim is to increase 
our contributions forty per cent. We have six societies 
added to our list. 

Our President says we must not be satisfied with enlisting 
the auxiliaries in the work only, but our object must be to 
enlist every woman 
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One-tenth of ripened grain, 
One-tenth of tree and vine, 
One-tenth of all the yield 
From ten-tenths of rain and shine. 


One-tenth of lowing herds, 
That browse on hill and plain 
One-tenth of bleating flocks, 
For ten-tenths shine and rain, 


One-tenth of all increase 
From counting-room and mart; 
One-tenth that science yields 
One-tenth of every art. 


One-tenth of loom and press; 
One-tenth of mill and mine 

One-tenth of every craft 
Wrought out by gifts of Thine. 


One-tenth of glowing words, 
That glowing dollars hold; 
One-tenth of written thoughts 
That turn to shining gold. 


One-tenth! And dost thou Lord, 
But ask this meagre Joan 

When all this earth is Thine 
And all we have thine own? 
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14 
CONNECTICUT, 


WoMEn’s HoME MIssIONARY UNION. 
Organized January, 1885. 
President, Mrs. Jacob A. Biddle, 35 West St., So. Norwalk. 
Secretary, Miss Ellen R. Camp, 9 Camp St., New Britain. 
Treasurer, Mrs. W. W. Jacobs, 19 Spring St., Hartford. 


Av the very beginning of the year, the Connecticut 
Union found itself in an emergency. Its faithful Presi- 
dent, Mrs. F. B Cooley was obliged to resign. This crisis 
safely passed, the work began anew in earnest. 

First, a stirring appeal, soon known as the “ Grey Leaf- 
let” was sent to all the Congregational women of the State. 
It was very efficacious in winning the attention and sym- 
pathy of the churches. 

Then followed in December a series of “‘ mass meetings” 
which called out considerable enthusiasm. The West can- 
not claim all the enthusiasts. One bitter day, a lady 
walked four miles through snow and ice to hear Mrs, N. F. 
Cobleigh speak on mission work in Washington, and said 
she was much more than repaid. 

This Union has been greatly blessed in its missionaries. 
Their letters have been eagerly sought for and have been a 
real means of grace. 

Efforts have been made to perfect methods of work. 
County Officers have been appointed, a new duplicator for 
missionary letters has been purchased and meetings Have 
been held almost weekly in different parts of the State. 

The results obtained have been many and encouraging ; 
greater intelligence in regard to the needs of the Home- 
land, the development of real responsibility for our own 
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beneficiaries evinced by the designation of contributions, 
and by the promptness with which they have been paid 
into the treasury, by the almost uniform practice, on the 
part of our older auxiliaries, of sending all moneys raised 
through the Union’s Treasury; by a goodly number of new 
auxiliaries, one of which has taken the entire support of 
a missionary; by much heart-searching on the part of 
Christian women outside the Union as to their duty re- 
garding it; by the consolidation of Woman’s Work in the 
churches; by the development of mission circles into fully 
organized efficient anxiliaries; by increased efforts to se- 
cure missionary money, rather than to prepare an over- 
supply of “boxes ;” by falling heir to our first legacy; by a 
deeper interest in the “weak churches” of the State; by 
greater loyalty to the work of our own National Societies; 
by increased sympathy on the part of pastors and other 
earnest men for our work, and by the growing conviction 
that the Woman’s Home Missionary Union is the most 
effective method of stimulating and directing effort for the 
Homeland.— Mrs. J. A. Biddle, President. 


UNpER the wise and efficient leadership of our new Pres- 
ident, Mrs. Biddle, we have made decided progress. We 
are better organized for work than ever before. Already 
we begin to feel the influence of it, and I believe it will be 
much more apparent another year. 

A PrersonaL Worp.—Last year at Saratoga, I went from 
that “Consecration Service” at the close of the Wo- 
man’s Meeting Tuesday afternoon, to be met for the fourth 
time with the question, Wall you not accept the office of Sec- 
retary of owr Woman’s Home Union? ‘Three times I had 
refused, but the Lord had been drawing me nearer to him- 
self, and nearer to His work that day, and my heart had 
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responded during the service, “ Here am I, Lord, use me 
as Thou wilt.” What could Ido but ask, “ What wilt Thou 


have me to do?” with what result you know.— Miss Hillen 
R. Camp, Secretary. 


NOTES. 

Is any “special object” more inspiring than a represen- 
tative in the field whose salary we may assume and whose 
work we may study, and for whom we may offer prayer? 
Therefore the Connecticut Union presented its auxiliaries 
with three missionary salaries to raise last year for the A. 
H. M.S. in addition to church building and work at the 
South. 

“Tr is hoped,” says the treasurer, “ that all amounts con- 
tributed will be passed through the treasury of the Union, 
because Connecticut women as a rule have an honest pride 
in the rank we take among the State Unions.” 


THERE are now thirty-five State Unions in forty-two 
States. Massachusetts takes the lead in contributions; 
Connecticut should stand next, but several of the interior 
States are bidding fair to outrank her. Is it because they 
are more interested in the welfare of our country? If those 
who hold aloof understood the situation they would quickly 
identify themselves with this great national movement. 
They would see to it that when the roll of States is called, 
Connecticut takes her proper place. 

Wo may come into the Union? Any Sewing Society, 
Beneyolent Society, Christian Endeavor Society, Band of 
King’s Daughters, Woman’s Club, or any other organiza- 
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tion which gives itself in part or wholly to Homeland work. 
It is not necessary to organize a new society. The payment 
of the Union fee, into the Union Treasury will give a part- 
nership in this noble work. 

To AN OuTSIDER.—AS you recall the history of our 
commonwealth, does not your heart burn to have a share 
in the glorious work of perpetuating and developing the 
noble institutions of our fathers ? 

Come. Help us. Work with us. Let us pray, study 
and sacrifice together. 2 


+0 


15 
MISSOURI. 


WoOMAN’S Homer MISSIONARY UNION, 
Organized May, 1885. 
President, Mrs. A. W. Benedict, 3841 Delmar Ave., St. Louis. 
Secretary, Mrs. E. H. Bradbury, 3855 Washington Ave., St. Louis. 
Treasurer, Mrs. A. E. Cook, 4145 Bell Ave., St. Louis. 


A DEEP sense of gratitude pervades all hearts because of 
the manifest guidance of the Holy Spirit vouchsafed 
during the year. The aim for the treasury was more than 
reached—the cash receipts being $3,749.96. ‘This is a good 
showing for our fifty-three auxiliaries in this Home Mis- 
sionary State, and we hope by increased effort and enlarg- 
ing numbers, to show still greater results for the current 
year. We greatly desire to see, before its close, an auvil- 
iary in every one of our eighty churches. If each-inter- 
ested sister in a church not connected with the Union 
would make it hér mission this year to awaken such in- 
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terest. as shall secure the cooperation of her associates, we 
may become, this year, a solid Union for a glorious work. 

Our object is to promote an intelligent and hearty in- 
terest in the Six National Home Societies, to help our own 
State work and to render generous assistance to our own 
Drury College, working so grandly for our sons and 
daughters. 

We believe that arare opportunity is furnished the Union 
for home missionary study through the columns of The 
Advance. Special numbers of this paper will be devoted 
wholly or in part to a presentation of the work of the Six 
Societies, and from these programs of unusual interest 
may be arranged. 

In the matter of collecting funds we invite the coopera- 
tion of every woman, and ask each one to join in systematic 
giving, by pledging a definite amount, 1, 2, 5, 10, 15, 20, 
20, 50 cents, or $1 per week, as the Lord has prospered her, 
to be paid monthly or quarterly to the treasurer of her 
auxiliary. 

If we would vitalize our Union and make it instrumental 
of great good, we must have a mutual covenanting and 
confederating of all the women of all our churches. Not 
one, not the few, but the many should combine toward a 
common end, Some one has said: ‘ We may pull strong, 
and pull long, but until we learn to pull all together, we 
shall never start the load.”— Mrs. 4. W. Benedict, President. 


WE cannot refrain from speaking of our gratitude to 
God for the way in which he has led us this past year. 
When our beloved President, Mrs. C. L. Goodell removed 
to an Kastern city, we felt that we were indeed bereft, but 
the loving Father gave us one so much like her in many 
ways, and so able to fill the position, that our hearts have 
gone out to her in love and full confidence, and the work 
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has gone on, as if the two were working together, or were 
indeed but one. We certainly have good reason for 
encouragement. We have now fifty-three auxiliaries, a 
gain of seven during the year. 

There is a marked increase of interest in the cause, as 
shown by the attendance at meetings, larger contributions, 
and calls for literature relating to the various societies. 
The auxiliaries seem desirious to learn about them, and it 
has been arranged to place in the hands of the officers of 
each auxiliary, such numbers of 7'he Advance as present 
the Six National Societies. Two meetings immediately fol- 
lowing the issue of the paper containing this material 
will be devoted to the study of that particular Society. 

Our President called a meeting for prayer October 14, 
for God’s blessing on home missionary work in our State, 
and it was generally observed. 

We believe the most successful means of raising money, 
has been by the use of pledge cards, and it is believed they 
will be more generally used this coming year than last. In 
many cases mite-boxes have been used. We believe the 
greatest good will result when the giving becomes general; 
when all give something, the amount is a secondary mat- 
ter. The habit of giving is the chief thing to be desired. 

Some of our Sunday-schools have a Homeland Circle, 
and are contributing to Home Missions through that. 

Another claim for benevolence has been presented to us— 
the endowment of the Lady Principal’s Chair in Drury 
College. Five hundred dollars has been raised by the 
auxiliaries this year, and though this is a good beginning, 
we are hoping for larger returns next year. 

A large majority of the churches in our State are sup- 
ported wholly or in part by the A. H. M.S. and many of 
these in spite of poverty and small numbers have contri- 
buted generously.. One society that has lost in member- 
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ship has increased its contributions. Another of only teri 
members has given for benevolence an average of four 
dollars per member. One husband and wife, living in a 
town where there is. no Congregational church have, the 
past year, sent twenty-eight dollars to be used, as they said, 
in paying “the debt.” They have been faithful workers 
for nearly fifty years. In one place where there was so 
little interest that the ladies would not come to the meet- 
ings, forgot the day, and offered various excuses when 
approached on the subject, one faithful woman, by much 
prayer and persistent personal effort, has succeeded in 
arousing an interest, and well attended meetings are the 
result.— Mrs. H. H. Bradbury, Secretary. 


AN ANSWER AT ROLL-CALL. 


THE Home Missionary Sabbath has past, and as we have 
‘no Congregational church here, my husband and I send our 
contribution to you for the Woman’s Union. 

How I would love to have it go as an extra to some home 
missionary family. But no—the A. H. M. 8. is in debt, 
and the debt must be paid. We are old people, and per- 
haps somewhat old-fashioned in our notions, but when we 
read in the paper just now, about the luxurious furnish- 
ings of a school-building for girls, we couldn’t help asking, 
Is it right to provide such expensive furnishings, when the 
missionary service, which is the Lord’s service, is suffering 
for lack of money ? 

I think but few realize the dangers that threaten our gov- 
ernment and country. If our nation dies, it will be a clear 
case of SUICIDE. 

Yours, for a full treasury, for prohibition from all that 
intoxicates, from tobacco, from legalized impurity in life, 
and for woman’s suffrage! Please find our $28 inclosed. 
— Laclede, Mo. 
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Wirx my family cares and church work at home, and an 
additional burden that I have had to bear this year, it has 
been impossible to visit as many of the societies as I had 
expected to, but my experience in one place I did visit is 
such as to make it easier to bear the disappointment. 

I went with my two little boys, nine miles off the rail- 
road, riding in a high-seated wagon over a rough road in a 
drizzling rain into a farming community where they have 
been receiving home missionary aid for twenty years. [| 
remained with them three days, attending the meetings of 
the Association three times a day,riding to and from church 
four miles in a lumber wagon, through mud and rain, 
talking Home Missions to young and old at every oppor- 
tunity and distributing literature. I urged them most 
faithfully to organize an auxiliary, or contribute something 
to the Society that has helped them so long and so well. I 
now find that this is the only church in the Association 
where the ladies have not sent anything to the Union this 
year. Well, it certainly is not encouraging, and it would 
have a tendency to lessen the inspiration for the work if I 
had that kind of experience in every field. 

But to relieve this dark picture somewhat, let me speak 
of another, A church comparatively strong in member- 
ship, a recipient of missionary aid for a great many years, 
but without the interest that there should have been among 
the ladies in Home Missions. I have talked with them 
personally, written to them as a Society, sent literature to 
be distributed among them for two years, and yet I had to 
send in my report this year again without having suc-— 
ceeded in persuading them to become an auxiliary to the 
Union. But at the eleventh hour they decided to join us 
and sent their contributions to me to be forwarded to our 
Treasurer last week. 


’ 
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“Be not weary in well-doing for in due season ye shall 
reap if ye fail not.” 

This has been the promise that has sustained me in this 
as well as in other cases, while waiting to see the results. 
And who knows but that another year of hard labor in cul- 
tivating that other field that appears now almost barren, 
will bring it to show some indications of fruitfulness. 

Such, in brief, isa part of my experience in this work dur- 
ing the year. The responsibility of the work has weighed 
heavily upon my heart. But the encouraging and inspir- 
ing letters from the officers of the Union have greatly com- 
forted and strengthened me.—From a Vice-President. 


NOTES. 


Drury CoLLEGE is located at Springfield, Mo. By spec- 
ial effort the Woman’s State Union hope to raise $1,000 
for this institution during the coming year in addition to 
their gifts to the Home Missionary Societies. 


THERE is no question about the grade of scholarship in 
Drury College; there is no question about its influence in 
molding character for Christ. Its record is excellent. 
The demand for such an institution is beyond doubt. 


3uT this pioneer college is in pressing need of money. 
‘Let this true college of the Southwest be firmly established, 
that its power for elevating the young may be greatly 
broadened. 


Drury CoLLEzce is called the “ New England College on 
Missouri soil.” Our aim for the coming year is to make 
Drury College a household word in every one of our eighty 
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churches, and to add one thousand dollars to our Drury 
Fund. A little self-denial here and there, a willing and 
hearty response “all along the line,” and the close of this 
year will make our aim an established fact. 


WE believe that ignorance is the root of indifference ; 
we believe also that an intelligent comprehension of the 
work to be done, the difficulties to be met and overcome, 
is the mainspring of all hearty and earnest effort. 


THE following Constitution hints at a possible answer to 
the frequent question, “ How can we combine these many 
church and missionary interests, and reduce the number of 
separate societies ?” 

Query: Ought not all “missionary” interests to be 
“church ” interests ? 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
OF THE LADIES’ ASSOCIATION OF PILGRIM CHURCH, ST. LOUIS. 
CONSTITUTION. 


1. This organization is called the Lapres’ AssocrATION OF PIL- 
GRIM CHURCH. 
2. Its object is to organize and increase the efficiency of the 
distinctive work of the women of the church. 
3. The officers shall be a President, Vice-President, Clerk, Treas- 
urer, and the Chairmen of the General Committees. 
4. Any one may become a member by the payment of the annual 
fee of one dollar. 
5. The work of the Association shall be carried on through General 
Committees, among which shall be : 
On Home Missions, 
On Foreign Missions, 
On Local Charities, 
On Hospitality. 
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6. The officers of the Association shall constitute an Executive 
Board, the duty of which shall be to direct the affairs of the Associa- 
tion, to secure efficiency in the work, and to appoint Committees on 
new work when needed. 

The President or Chairman of any ladies’ organization in the 
church, outside this Association, may, if its members join the Associ- 
ation, be received, ex-officio, as a member of the Executive Board. 

7. The election of officers shall be by ballot at the annual meeting 
of the church, to be held in December. They shall serve for one 
year. 

8. This Constitution may be amended at any annual meeting, 
notice having been given at any regular meeting, or upon recom- 
mendation of the Executive Board. 


BY-LAWS. 


1. The duty of the President shall be to preside at the business 
meetings of the Association, and of the Executive Board. 

2. The Vice-President shall act as President, in case of that officer’s 
absence. ; 

3. The duty of the Clerk shall be to keep a record of the business 
of the Association and of the Executive Board, and to issue all 
notices. 

4. The duty of the Treasurer shall be to hold all money coming 
into the treasury of the Association, and to pay the same as directed. 

5. The Executive Board shall have a regular time of meeting, 
which it shall fix and announce. 

6. The work of the Home Missionary Committee shall be auxiliary 
to the Home Missionary Union of Missouri, 

The work of the Foreign Missionary Committee shall be auxiliary 
to the Missouri Branch of the W. B. M. L. 

The Committee on Local Charities shall have the care of the poor 
properly falling to our church, and all work in connection with 
organized and other charities not belonging to the two previously 
mentioned comiittees. 

All jocal charitable institutions, with which ladies in our church 
are officially connected, may be represented on this committee by 
not more than two of their members, 

The Hospitality Committee— 
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(a) shall have charge of the sociables and other occasional enter- 
tainments required of the church or this Association; 

(b) shall have especial care for the introduction and welfare of new 
comers; 

(c) and shall have oversight of the sick of the congregation, so far 
as to visit them, see to their wants, carry to them delicacies and other 
needful articles which may be provided by the Association. 

7. Hach General Committee shall have charge of the work and 
funds ofits own department. It shall elect the secretary and treas- 
urer, and any other necessary officers, and appoint all necessary sub- 
committees, upon nomination of its chairman, after consultation with 
the Executive Board. 

8. The Association shall meet, from October 1st to April 1st, on 
Friday of each week, from 11 a.m. to 4 P.M., with sewing at each 
session and lunch served at 1 o'clock. 

9. On three Fridays of each month the hour from 8 to 4 shall. be 
given to a program of exercises, prepared in turn by the Committee 
on Home Missions and by that on Foreign Missions, and toa business 
meeting of the Association. 

The chairman of each committee shall preside at its assigned hour. 

10. The sum received from membership fees shall go one-half to 
Home, and one-half to Foreign Missions. Of that assigned to For- 
eign Missions a sum equal to 50 cents for each of their number who 
becomes a2 member of this Association, shall be turned over to the 
Young Ladies’ Foreign Missionary Society. [This sum may be 
divided between the Young Ladies’ Home and Foreign Societies. ] 

11. A Nominating Committee of nine shall be appointed by the 
President one month prior to the annual meeting, to nominate officers 
for the Association. 

12. These By-Laws may be amended at any regular meeting 
of the Association, notice having been given one week previously, or 
upon the recommendation of the Executive Board. 
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16 
ILLINOIS. 


Woman’s Home Missionary UNION. 
Organized May, 1885. 
President, Mrs. Isaac Claflin, Lombard. 
Secretary, Mrs. C. H. Taintor, 151 Washington St., Chicago. 
Treasurer, Mrs. C. E. Maltby, Champaign. 


WE have no reason to be discouraged with our work 
during the past year ; we have made good progress con- 
sidering we depend wholly on volunteer service. Much 
that we have done this year has been foundation work; 
the results we hope for in the future. 

Our plan of apportionment I think is working well, 
and will work even better next year. Our “Consecration 
Week” (the week before Easter), and our “ Thank-offering 
Service,” the Friday before, has been observed by many of 
our auxiliaries this year, and I am sure will grow in favor. 

Several of the State Unions have had something similar, 
and I am in hopes that all the Unions may adopt some 
such plan. The United observance of a week of prayer 
and consecration would certainly bring a great blessing to 
us in our work. 

The Congregational News with our homeland studies 
has been a great help to us, and will be greater as we get 
it more generally taken by the members of auxiliaries. 

It is encouraging to know that “there is growth all along 
the line of Woman’s Work for Home Missions,” for 
in this we are workers together with Him.”—WMrs. Isaac 
Claflin, President. 


THE Illinois Union is six years old. A few days ago I 
received a letter from the first president. She says, “I 


. 
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think we may safely say, that as a State Union we are hod 
longer in the day of small things either as to faith or 
works. How we did used to pray, and how faint we were! 
But God knew all the time, and was ready with blessings 
for the cause that, as it seems to me, is paramount in 
importance to every other. It almost takes my breath 
away when I see the wonderful interest in Homeland work 
that is sweeping through our Churches. How can any one 
question its need, its importance, or the certainty of its 
results. God speed you and bless your plans for the 
Illinois Union.” —Mrs. C. H. Taintor, Secretary. 


You ask about our Lombard auxiliary to the Illinois 
Union. Well, as to conducting the meetings: After devo- 
tional exercises, one of the National Societies is considered 
(for which contributions are made during that quarter of 
the year), giving the latest items, and sometimes the his- 
tory of its work. 

The making of collections quarterly, was adopted in 
1883, and has proved too convenient a method to be aban- 
doned. Information is contained in the Congregational 
News, for which we thank Mrs. Field, and others, and its 
programs may well be used unvaryingly by such societies 
as are exclusively Home Missionary. 

As to “the best method of interesting people,’ we know 
of but one way that never wears out ; that is, to de inter- 
ested. If only that could be individually applied, the 
whole ground is covered. Various ways have really done 
good, although no one may be considered fairly worthy of 
being patented. 

If, in the nature of things, some must think the meet- 
ings dry, they can be moistened with a social cup of tea, 
coffee, or chocolate. 
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ft is nattiral that persons become most easily interested 
in a cause to which they have some previous link through 
acquaintance with its representatives, or by other means. 
A visit to a mission or school is a wonderful eye-opener ; 
mind and heart-opening may follow, thus learning by the 
concrete, which all prefer to the abstract. Do we not well, 
then, to be rather content that one society monopolizes the 
interest of some person for a time? It is very apt to extend 
to others. 

Nothing can take the place of real information, 
to produce steady giving. Aroused sympathies, or the 
pricks of conscience give an occasional lift over a hard 
place, but for the long pull, and the strong pull, nothing 
will answer short of a solid acquaintance with the work 
and its needs. 

How was a certain political end gained? Reply: “ By 
strewing leaflets ankle-deep over the place.” Missionary 
literature, though it seems sometimes wasted, does some- 
times accomplish the desired result. 

It is but justice to my auxiliary to say, that the call for 
additional pledges was met grandly, beautifully, Chris- 
tianly. Not one said: “It is too much, we can’t do it!” 
Truly the privilege of self-denial for the Master’s cause 
is being thoroughly learned, for which one can hardly 
repress a fervent Hallelujah!—Miss M. H. Reade. 


Our Young Endeavor Society, at a meeting in February, 
unanimously adopted the plan for benevolent offerings, 
presented by the Missionary Committee, viz.: 

To contribute to the Congregational Missionary Socie- 
ties in the order as given below. 

The work and needs of the Society to be considered the 

hird Sabbath evening of each alternate month. 
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The contributions to be brought to the following conse 
cration meeting. 


To THE MrmpBers.—Please put your contribution in the 
accompanying envelope and bring it or send it by the 
hand of a friend, as it is expected that each member of the 
Society will make some contribution to each one of these 
missionary causes. Next Consecration evening we give 
to the cause that is underscored in the list. 


The American Missionary Association-___-.-..__....___- February. 
The,A merican, Home Missionary Society, <<... 3.2 balou. sk April. 
The American Board for Foreign Missions___ ___-_.__..-- June. 

The New West Education Gommission.-_-.--= --2----244- August. 
thevAmericaniCongrerationaleUmionas.- <--. 225-555. .e-- October, 
The Congregational S. S. and Publishing Society-_______- December. 


—Rockford, Lil. 


A GREAT responsibility rests upon the Christian Church 
of America for home missionary effort. Whatever threatens 
the stability and permanency of other people seems to con- 
front us on American shores. We have Romanism, Ritual- 
ism, Rationalism, Socialism, Nihilism, Skepticism, Infidel- 
ity, Intemperance, Sensuality, Ignorance, Superstition, 
Materialism, and Anarchy; while these four great ques- 
tions demand adjustment, viz: The Indian, Mormon, 
Chinese, and Freedmen. ‘“ From this we see how as our 
country prospers, our Christian responsibility is doubled.” 
=——Mrs.0. He Lantors 
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ie 
IOWA. 


Woman’s Home Misstonary UNION, 
Organized June, 1889. 
President, Mrs. T. O. Douglass, Grinnell. 
Secretary, Miss Ella E. Marsh, Box 232, Grinnell. 
Treasurer, Mrs. M. J. Nichoson, 1513 Main St., Dubuque. 


CHEERFUL words from faithful hearts should form our 
Iowa greeting. We have not yet attained “our aim” in 
our contributions; we are sorry. We have not done all we 
might have done; we regret it. Not all our sisters recog- 
nize the call that so many are quick to hear and glad to 
obey; we trust they sometime may. 

We should not be, we are not, discouraged. There has 
been growth. We have advanced somewhat in our contri- 
butions; we have gained in the number of our societies; 
work among young people is opening with promise; our 
ranks have been reinforced by devoted and capable 
workers; interest in woman’s Homeland work was never so 
strong asto-day. The outlook is hopeful. We do rejoice, 
and with courage. 

Forgetting the things which are behind, and reaching 
forward to the things which are before, we press on toward 
our goal—the enlistment of every woman of every Iowa 
church in Homeland Missions. 

As we realize the need of earnest effort and sacrifice on 
the part of every Christian woman to meet the demands of 
this great and many-sided work, and as we know some- 
thing of the possibilities could all of these be enlisted, 
we long for some power to win the inactive ones to the 
work, The two-fold blessing, the enlargement and quick- 
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ening of their own hearts, and the help to the work should 


be earnest and patiently sought. There needs to be more 
of personal effort, persistent faith, and, above all, prayer 


on our part. God will surely do this. 
O, that the one great mastering motive of every Christian 
heart might be the coming of the Kingdom ! 


“« Fair Iowa! fair Iowa ! 
The name whene’er I proudly speak, 
Or fondly sing, or fondly sing, 
A loving voice I seem to hear, 
Unto my heart its message bring. 


I owe a song of grateful love 
To Him who on the vales and hills, 
Sends rain and sunshine from above, 
And all thy land with plenty fills. 


I owe a song more grateful still, 
To Him who gives the gospel light ; 
Who by his word doth teach his will, 
And point the way to glory bright. 


I owe a gift to all who dwell 

Within the realm, my own dear land ; 
Of Christ, the story I must tell, 
Who died and rose'to God’s right hand ; 


And I, because he gave me birth 
Where every gift he doth bestow, 
I owe a debt to all the earth, 
Till every soul his love shall know. 


So, Iowa! thy name so sweet ! 
Shall tell us of the debt we owe ; 

And we will bow at Jesus’s feet, 
Then forth to joy and duty go.” 


May the name of our fair State express truly our sense 
of obligation to our own brother man, because of our debt 
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to Him who bought us with a price.—WMrs. 7. O. Douglass, 
President. 


PLEDGE CARD. 
WOMAN’S HOME MISSIONARY UNION OF IOWA. 


‘Tf our country fail, the world will fail; 
But if we do our duty, it cannot fail.’ —Prof. Park. 


I HEREBY PLEDGE to the cause of Missions.._._._____. _._. cents 
weekly, to be divided as indicated below: 
Armie Hds (SOC este cB Ok cence ee a ree eee cents 
American eMiss! CASSOCIAti OMe ae seek heen ee era eS cents 
SOs te SOCICL Vag kere ie eres ceed eee eee ena me cents 
AMericans C Ong UNLOD Ns =a sete ae ee see eee ee cents 
New West) Has Commission: sete be ee ee eee cents 
TayCongsHome™ Missy isocictyeee ay yee aes eee ne eee cents 
Be laa SRE Se Rea en oe ner a a Oe cents 
Sone Sep aoe eS Sak ee ee ain, Bt we te Bh ae cents 

Tobexcollecteds ox. < ores en eae he ee 

NOME .5 2203 pase Space Oe SE Se OW Be 
Residence. 220... 2 A OR! PUR ABE SS eee 
DG ese Se OE, AE SDE UA RAVE OF” CATR LE SIE ne ets Se ae 


He that soweth with blessings, shall reap also with blessings.—J/. 
Cor. 9: 6 (Rev. Ver. margin.) 


18 
CALIFORNIA. 


WoMANn’s HoME MissioNary SOCIETY. 
Organized October, 1887. 
President, Mrs. M. L. Merritt, 686 34th St., Oakland. 
Secretary, Mrs. L. W. Eckley, 1521 Schilla St., Alameda. 
Treasurer, Mrs. J. M. Haven. 1329 Harrison St., Oakland. 


I suprosE you want something from California that 
looks like progress, and will be inspiring to our band of 
noble homeland workers. How I wish I had just that to 
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give you, but, alas, the most I can say is that “In Ephraim, 
were great thoughts of heart.” If all our wishes, hopes, 
and purposes could be counted, I believe they would be 
quite a sum, for I must be allowed here a little boasting of 
my co-workers. Surely no president was ever supported 
by amore earnest, sympathetic, wise, efficient Executive 
Committee, than this, of our W. H. M. S. of Northern 
California. _But the fruit of our labor does not yet appear, 
except in small measure. 

The item of greatest interest to us has been the visit of 
Mrs. L. T. Bailey, of Ogden, Utah, last September. She 
was present at our annual re-union, and the meeting of 
our State Association which followed within a week. She 
spoke also in several of our churches, always and every- 
where eliciting the greatest enthusiasm and interest. We 
wish that every Union in the land might at sometime be 
favored with her presence. We trust that through the 
steady, persistent sowing of good seed, there has been a 
greater gain than is apparent.—Mrs. M. L. Merritt, Prest- 
dent. 


I THOROUGHLY believe in a hearty codperation between 
the home and foreign auxiliaries. In almost all cases it 
proves to be a mutual benefit. I organize codperative soc- 
ieties whenever I can. 


I HAVE long felt that one of the greatest needs of our 
time is the multiplication of Bible schools, such as Mr. 
Moody has opened in Chicago. In The Home Missionary 
for February, Superintendent Wiard speaks of a very 
unpromising field, which no one cared to occupy, but which 
was soon to be occupied by a woman. This is a striking 
illustration of our need of workers for just such places. 
That consecrated woman can go into such a place and do a 
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work which an ordained minister with a family of childreii 
cannot do; first, because she can live on a smaller salary; 
and, second, she will work in a quiet unobtrusive way that 
will not excite antagonism. 

The friends at the East cannot possibly realize how many, 
many such places there are to be occupied in the Great 
Northwest. But where are the workers? I believe there 
are many such, if only we had the facilities for developing 
them. Would that some of our rich women in the land 
would open this door to woman workers. 

The fact is that men, the money-makers in our churches, 
ought to furnish all the means for the ordinary home 
missionary work. It is a reproach to them that they do 
not. Paul said to the early church “ Help those Women !” 
but to-day the message to us is, ‘‘ Help those men !” 

Here is another difficulty in our work. We urge our 
women to put their gifts into our woman’s treasury. We 
do everything in our power to stir up interest in the work, 
but when the general church collection is taken the money 
of the women is swept into the church treasury. Thus we 
do a great deal of work for which we, as a State Society 
have no credit, and so stand among the other Unions with 
small financial showing. But the ministers say “ This 
must be the work of the churches,’—yes, and so it should. 
This missionary society is a part of the church, but there 
should be some plan by which, not alone the church, but 
the Woman’s Society should have the credit of these gifts, 
secured with such painful effort in many cases. 

May all the dear sisters of the Unions receive the abid- 
ing presence and benediction of Him whose we are and 
whom we serve.—Mrs M. L. Merritt, President. 


I am a beginner in official work for our Woman’s 
Society, but I have loved missions more than forty years. 
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A MISSIONARY LUNCH, which was given at the house of 
our State Treasurer, was a great inspiration to many not 
before interested. It has already been followed by a 
“Missionary Tea” at Santa Cruz, and they are planning 
for the same in San Francisco, and other places, and so the 
spark thus kindled is likely to burst into a flame.— Mrs. 
L. W. Eckley, Secretary. 


OuR irrepressible friend, Rey. Edwin 8. Williams, who 

was present, thus describes that 
. MISSIONARY LUNCH. 

How shall I describe the much-talked-of missionary 
lunch? Stir your imaginations for beautiful Christian 
suggestions. I have time and type only for outlines. 
Host—a learned, upright, Christian judge. Hostess—a 
good woman with a big heart for missions. [Louse—none 
too good for a Christian; fit for a king’s son. Lunch— 
bravely and exquisitely simple. Flowers—of California. 
Conundrums and sentiments deftly folded in every napkin. 
Waitresses—Oakland’s: fair maids. Card Souvenirs, with 
lovely mottoes, at every plate, painted by Miss Eunice 
Holmes, artist. The question “What can art do for mis- 
sions ?” was answered by this gifted genius with her brush. 
A great salver full of questions, some old and many new. 

The President of the C. W. H. M.S. presents the retir- 
ing Secretary with a life-membership in the Society. 
Smiles and tears! Doctor Warren beams with delight as 
the home missionary enthusiasm rises. 

Our hostess proves to be a poet. Doctor Freeland thought 
it worth while to have come all the way from Yale, via 
Detroit and Seattle, te share such fellowship. Brother 
Pullan brought his tenderness and tact to help Home 
Missions. It wasa part of the plan né&t to ask for money. But 
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when the happy pastor Robbins, of Lincoln, told of the little 
parlor his people had ventured to plan for in the new 
church, which they meant to make a practical Y. M. C. A. 
to the youth of that town, the enthusiastic ladies would 
put twenty-five dollars into his hands toward the furnish- 
ing of the same, and he simply had to take it. That com- 
pany did not break up. It never will. The angels went 
out to tell the good news, but they will assemble again. 

The happy hostess said: “ Ever since I thought of this 
gathering, the loveliest help began to come from many 
friends, and I have been walking in heavenly places.” “I 
never was at such a gathering in; my life,” said another. 
“The world cannot touch this,’ said one who knows. 
“This will indeed make missionary zeal,” said an enthusiast 
for “our country.” 

Pastor McLean thought “ What a good plan for a home 
Bible reading !” This poor sinner testifies that never in 
Boston, Oberlin, or Minneapolis did he ever touch a happier, 
a higher tide of missionary gladness. No wonder! It 
was begun and carried out in loyalty to our King, and he 
was there. When our parties get too fashionable to pray, 
the joyous Christ is crowded out. ‘There was no room 
for him at the inn.” Here he glorified the glad occasion, 
and that is the heavenly secret of its intense felicity. 

Friends, you don’t need society officials to have heart- 
filling socials and stimulating missionary meetings. ‘Take 
heed to learn about the Sayior’s work in his world. Get 
his brothers and sisters together and ask Him to glorify 
the ge@ering. Good-bye to fashionable folly and monot- 
onous common-places where He comes in gladness and 
power. 
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At the last annual meeting of the society, Secretary 
Clark said: ‘It would be a sad and strange anniversary 
of the Society that brought no cheer from the women of 
our churches. In every Home Missionary movement they 
have taken a leading part; they have had no part in the 
backward movement by which the gifts of the living de- 
clined. It would seem that the dead, the women, and the 
children are the best friends of missions.” 


We are not self-constituted allies of this great work of 
Home Missions, but are walking in a path clearly marked 
out for us, and in this assurance we go cheerfully and hope- 
futly forward. 


THE experience of the year suggests a few points: 

1. The need of more instruction from the pulpit in 
missionary work. 

2. Those who have studied the field, marvel at the reve- 
lations that have come to them. It has been not only 
profitable, but exceedingly interesting. 

3. Is it too much toask that our pastors give one Sabbath 
to each of our Six Societies for the coming year, going thor- 
oughly into the history and work of each ? 

4, We urge a very free use of our home missionary leaf- 
lets. They are either suggestive as to methods or in the 
form of short stories, and that is a kind of reading our age 
especially demands. 

5, Let these leaflets be distributed on the Sabbath to the 
congregation, and in the Sunday-school. 


Ir you can listen to the reports of our auxiliaries, and 
hear the stories of self-sacrifice, of the ways and means 


92 
tised to bring about desired results, and then say: “I don’t 
believe in Home Missions!” Why, J pity you. 


ONE widow has to go to the missionary meeting on 
crutches, and yet has never been absent from a single meet- 
ing. Out of an income of twenty dollars a year she gives 
twenty-five cents a month to Missions. 


Some of our auxiliaries divide their funds into thirds— 
Home, Foreign, and Church needs. 


++ > 
9 
NEBRASKA. 


Woman’s HoMeE MIssIONARY UNION, 
Organized November, 1887. 
President, Mrs. T. H. Leavitt, 837 So. 13th St., Lincoln. 
Secretary, Mrs. E. S. Smith, 716 High St., Beatrice. 
Treasurer, Mrs. J. W. Bell. Lincoln. 


WE are just three and one-half years old, and I think I 
can say ever since our birth there has been growth in 
some direction, not as much as we could wish, for, could 
we arrange its growth all by ourselves, we would have it 
reach its maturity all at once, would see it suddenly attain 
to all the force, vigor, and wisdom, that a century of 
plodding and planning may secure for it, but we fully 
believe that this Union Work is of God, that he is our 
helper, more than ready to hear our ery, and that he is 
blessing the work of our hands. 

I think I can truly say that this year is the best in all 
respects we have ever had. More interest, more prayers, 
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more giving; over 1,000 mite-boxes have been distributed 
in our State this year. The childron’s work has received a 
new impetus, under the efficient management of Mrs. V. F. 
Clark, and this work is being developed as never before 
here. 

If we may judge by our treasury, the indications are of 
healthy growth all along the line, having about $250 more 
this year, than at the same time at either of the other 
years.— Mrs. T. H. Leavitt, President. 


Last year Mrs. L. F. Berry was our Corresponding Sec- 
retary, but, in the providence of God, her field of work 
has been changed from our own fair State to our sister State, 
Iowa; and as she requested me to fill her place for the re- 
mainder of the year, I have tried to gather up the work as 
it fell from her hands and present as full a report as_prac- 
ticable. 

The Corresponding Secretary should have her finger on 
the pulse of every auxiliary, and be able to tell with how 
strong a throb of life and vigor each beats, and what is 
needed for further growth and development. 

If the auxiliaries knew the joy with which their com- 
munications were received they would gladly report any 
items of interest to them. Of our sixty-nine secretaries, 
to all of whom letters of inquiry were addressed, answers 
from only nineteen were received, which makes it difficult 
to state what the year’s work has been. 

My heart goes out in sympathy to our sisters in the 
thinly settled portions of the State, as they try to bear 
their part in this grand work of spreading abroad the 
knowledge of the Gospel in their respective regions. 

From one of our auxiliaries of only five members, who 
gave $10 to the Foreign, and $10 to the Home work, come 
these touching words: “This represents self-sacrifice on 


94 

the part of some, which is known only to Him who know- 
eth all things.” Now listen to the triumphant ring of the 
last clause: “ But it also represents willing hearts to do 
his work, and thankful hearts for his mercies.” Another, 
who through opposition, and the old excuse, “ We have all 
we can do at home,” says, “ Our organization will be com- 
pleted in a month”; and adds, “ May the spirit of our God 
fill us and enlarge our sympathies, so that we shall realize 
our personal duty to fulfill the command of our risen Lord, 
‘Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature,’ ” 

The interest in the work all over the State seems good, 
and a greater desire to do more for the Master prevails. 

I believe in glancing at the discouragements, as well as 
at the encouragements, of our position and condition, that 
we may have an intelligent knowledge of them, and so 
take courage and go forward. The discouragements have 
been mostly in the line of providences that lay beyond our 
control. La Grippe, which figured last winter so largely 
in all our work, entered our auxiliaries and prevented the 
meeting together of the faithful few. Then the little 
babies, the future Home Missionaries, prevented others 
from attending the meetings. Then the summer was hot; 
many of the people lived on farms and it was difficult for 
them to meet together. Crops were poor and money scarce; 
yet with all these trials of faith there was not one word of 
not being able to go on, but the hope of a better harvest 
and of more money was heard from all, except one or two 
who seemed a little discouraged. 

One of the Vice-Presidents writes: “There is such a 
dearth of missionary interest ”; and I am wondering why. 
I believe it is because there is a lack of knowledge as to 
the needs of our brethren, about whom, because they are 
neither red nor black and do not live a thousand miles 
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away, “for distance to lend enchantment,” and because 
their needs are the same as ours, we do not feel the neces- 
sity of special study and research to find the interesting 
facts. 

I wish we might read more of the leaflet stories and 
missionary magazines. Many of these stories from life, 
pathetic in the extreme, cannot but bring us in to touch 
and sympathy with our Home Missionaries. It may be we 
cannot give of our money very largely, but we can, at least; 
show our love for “Him who had not where to lay His 
head” by giving an hour’s time, once a month, to learning 
about His faithful servants, who are giving up pleasant 
homes, opportunities of culture for themselves and their 
children, and living on a mere pittance, that others may 
have the Bread of Life. If we knew their needs, Iam sure 
we should gladly give of our little or of our abundance, that 
their lives might be made easier and that they might have 
the knowledge that they are not alone in the work, but 
that the women of Nebraska are holding up their hands 
by prayer and thought. 

Read more! study more! pray more! that the Kingdom 
may come in our land. After we have done all that, we 
are better prepared to question how we can raise the funds 
necessary for more substantial aid. 

Our auxiliaries have tried mite boxes, birthday boxes, 
thank-offerings, missionary teas, and the voluntary offer- 
ings given from willing hearts, upon which we may expect 
God’s blessing. We have sixty auxiliaries and twenty-seven 
junior, juvenile, and other societies, that have reported to 
our Treasurer this year. We have fallen about $250 short 
of our aim in contributions for the year. 

In view of the circumstances, we have done well, but let 
us pray for better crops and more of the spirit of a lady of 
our acquaintance, who was sending two of her daughters to 
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a private school, but withdrew them and placed them in 
public school that the money saved might be applied to 
Missions; and let us work as never before, giving of the 
much or the little that may be ours to use the coming 
year. 

We rejoice in six new auxiliaries, and are thankful for 
their codperation. May they give and receive much good 
from this Union work—in the name of Christ. We also 
note with pleasure the growing interest of the Endeavor 
Societies and the juvenile workers in our work. Many 
‘obtained life-membership for friends. We hope that this 
may be a special line of work during the coming year. 

One feature of the work of our auxiliaries that has been 
of great help to our Home Missionaries is the preparation 
of boxes and barrels filled with comfortable things for their 
use. One of our A. H. M.S. leaflets, “A Boy in the Black 
Hills,” tells as vividly as can be expressed the joy and use- 
fulness of such gifts. 


TO AUXTLIARIES. 


Just here a few suggestions of ways to help a Corres- 
ponding Secretary will not be inappropriate. 

If there is anything that interests you, it will be of 
interest to her. Little items, a successful program, or 
anything that cheers your hearts, will be of cheer to her. 
When discouragements come, inform her, for it may be she 
ean be of help to you. 

If you receive blank reports with request to fill out and 
return, do not feel as one secretary did, that it was an 
unpleasant duty, and if there was much more of it, she 
would resign. These reports are the thermometer of our 
Union and tell its temperature. 

Keep her posted as to change of officers. The wife of 
one of our pastors wrote me; “This blank being directed 
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to one of our members who died. some five years ago,” ete. 
Think what embarrassment must have been caused by the 
receipt of such a letter, and all because the Corresponding 
Sccretary was not notified of the change in officers. 

Do not hesitate to form an auxiliary, if you have not one, 
if you cannot pay much in money. Educate yourselves for 
the time when you can give, that you may give intelligently. 

Bear this woman’s work in prayer to our Heavenly Father, 
that he may grant his blessing and enlarge our usefulness, 
“Let us plan great things for God, and do great things for 
him, and expect great things of him!” during the coming 
year, and may it be ours to help hasten the time when they 
“all shall know Me from the Jeast of them unto the great- 
est of them, saith the Lord.”—Mrs. B.S. Smith, Secretary. 


SAMPLE OF TREASURER’S BLANK. 

As Treasurer of our Ladies’ Home Missionary Society, I 
come to each one for her yearly offering. 

While we are not unmindful of the many calls upon all, 
it is hoped that none will say I can give nothing, but rather 
rejoice that the good Father has put into your hands so 
many good things, that you are glad to share your gifts 
with others of His servants who are not so highly favored. 

This isa year of suffering for many ; shall we not TOC 
it a year of self-denial, and so know greater joy in giving ? 

The plans of the Executive Committee of the Nebraska 
Home Missionary Union for the coming year are as 
follows: 


Amount to raise for 
Am. Home Missionary Soe. for frontier work in Nebraska_ $1,200.00 


Am. Missionary Assoc. for salary of teacher in Macon, Ga-- 50-00 
American Consregationall Untone==. 222-2. 322222. eee 50-00 
New West Education Commission ----.-.---------------- 25.00 


Sunday School and Publishing Society... -.----.------- 25.00 


College and Education Society...........--.------------- 25.00 
State OX Penses sssjpot: a yeas se eee ett odees n. -Rree 125.00 
SD ota ees Soe aes ere ee ee eo ee ee $1,500.00 


Many of our churches are too small and weak to give 
much, if anything; and so, “We then that are strong, 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves.” 


‘* Wouldst thou truly, nobly live ? 
Give ! freely give! 


Give as you would if the angels 
Waited your gift. at the door ; 

Give as you would if to-morrow 
Found you where giving is o’er. 


Give as you would to the Master 
If you met His searching look ; 
Give as you would of your substance 
If His hand your offering took.” 


‘‘Prompt response makes the treasurer glad.” 

“Tf thou hast much, give plenteously ; if thou hast little, do thy 
diligence gladly, to give of that little ; for so gatherest thou thyself a 
good reward in the day of necessity.” 

How can our missionaries live during the year if you fail to send 
in your contributions until the last month in the year ? 
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20 
FLORIDA. 


Woman’s HoME MIssIONARY UNION, 
Organized February, 1888. 
President, Mrs. S. F. Gale, Jacksonville. 
Secretary, Mrs. Nathan Barrows, Winter Park. 
Treasurer, Mrs. W. D, Brown, Interlachen. 


Tris State is unique in its religious work, and in every 
phase of its life. 

A prominent rector of a large Episcopal church recently 
made the statement that two-thirds of his time for six 
months in the year was taken up with visiting the sick and 
needy who belong to other States, and are here transiently. 
Certainly no other State has so many thousand annual 
guests, and nowhere is the cup of loving service more often 
needed. 

The State chemist, Dr. Robinson, is authority for some 
estimates concerning our phosphate fields. Within a year 
not less than $12,000,000 has been invested in the stock 
companies for the mining of them. 

Tt will not be so pleasant lying in these camps and with 
the set of laborers they bring, as nearer the more attractive 
and nearly as expensive hotels, but it will be none the less 
His work. The magnificence of the hotels now built and 
planned for all over the State are bringing the luxury- 
loving crowd as never before. ‘The problem grows upon us, 
How can we bring the “rich and poor together” ? How 
build strong churches from temporary audiences ? 

The Seripture “In the morning sow the seed and in the 
evening withhold not thy hand, for thou knowest not 
whether shall prosper either this or that or whether both 
shall be alike good” is not only yery apt teaching for the 
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missionary here but might read “thou wilt not know etc.,” 
as the seed falls into strange ground often, let us hope to 
bear abundant fruit in the distant home. 

Our Union is quietly gaining in force and in knowledge. 
Statistics show very little of the actual interest of the 
prayers and self-denials of the year-round residents. 

Never have I heard such confident predictions from 
prominent business men of the North of the success of our 
State in material matters. 

Never such appeals for new work as this year. The west- 
ern part of the State with its vast lumber interests is clam- 
oring for the missionary and teacher. 

“Gold and silver are quite too heavy metals to carry to 
heaven, but in good hands they may be made to pave the 
way thereto.” Let us pray they may be in such hands all 
over our loved land. 

I have not written you of any of the discouragements 
because I do not see how that would help. We have great 
blessings added yearly in the work, and must expect the 
sorrows I suppose.—WMrs. S. F. Gale, President. 


THESE Unions in the several States are simply heads of 
families whose members are our auxiliaries or local socie- 
ties. We should be recreant to our trust if we took no 
vital interest in them. ‘There is joy in heaven when a soul 
is born into the kingdom—there is joy in the family when 
a new member is born into it. Even so we rejoice when 
a company of earnest women in any of our churches band 
themselves together and form a Home Missionary Society, 
and become an auxiliary of our Union. We have reached 
out after all of our churches, even the most feeble ones, 
and the result has been a record on our books of twenty 
auxiliaries, three of them having been formed since our 
last annual meeting, 
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And what have these auxiliaries been doing in the last 
twelve months? It is certainly a part of the Secretary’s 
business to keep her finger on the pulse of each auxiliary, 
so that she may be able to advise, encourage, and help, 
when help is needed; she is glad to report from many of 
them an increase in contributions, intelligence, and interest. 

As the object of these societies is not simply to raise 
money for missionary purposes, but to diffuse missionary 
intelligence and increase interest in the cause, it is impor- 
tant that the monthly meetings be kept up as faithfully 
as possible. Some of these societies that are obliged to 
drop them during the summer months with so many away 
show that they have the root of the matter in them by ral- 
lying at the earliest possible moment, and also by théir lib- 
eral contributions. 

There are other societies so dependent on their leaders, 
that if the leader fails, or is removed, they let everything 
drop. Is it unjust or unchristian, to apply to such the 
Master’s own words, “These haye no root in themselves 
and so endure but for a time?” 

This is an age of missions. The only living churches 
to-day are those who are actively engaged in missionary 
work. We cannot be interested in the things of which we 
have no knowledge. But here we are without excuse. We 
can scarcely take up a secular paper even, that has not its 
missionary column. Magazines and pamphlets on the sub- 
ject are printed by the ton. The question is not, What 
shall we do for matter for our missionary meetings; bu: 
what shall we se/ect from the abundance of information at 
our command? We cannot take up any subject, that por- 
trays the need of the Gospel in our own land, without hay- 
ing our hearts stirred within us, as was Paul’s at Athens 
and without being led to do and give in such a manner 
that great good comes to our own souls, 
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I would that I had a pen of fire, and the tongue of an 
angel, that I might be able to show to woman the great 
opportunities that are before her. When a great peril has 
threatened her nation or her home, woman has proved her- 
self equal to the occasion ; and, in view of what she is 
doing to-day’in our land for temperance and other great 
reforms, I feel that the women of Florida will not be slow 
to see their opportunity to help to make this State a dwell- 
ing place of righteousness. 


THE special work we had hoped to take up among the 
Cuban of Ybor City, has not been started because a suit- 
able person could not be found to go there. We have not 
reached the sum we hoped to raise to start that work ; but 
have lost no interest in it, nor changed our mind as to the 
importance of it ; and we find that a good degree of inter- 
est has been awakened in the State. 

Though we have not reached the point in contributions 
at which we aimed, yet there has been a gain over last year. 
With many a woman in this State,giving means self-denial, 
but the Master sits over against the treasury and knows it 
all. 

Though Florida is properly our own Home Missionary 
field, yet we are not to confine our gifts to that. We shall 
be broader in our love and richer in our own souls if we 
invest in all our National Societies. 

An old proverb says : “ Choose your occupation and cus- 
tom will render it delightful.” This is eminently true of 
those who enter into missionary work at home or abroad, 
and just in proportion as we enter heart and soul into the 
formation of these societies and sustaining the meetings, 
will we ourselves be blessed, Good, honest, faithful work- 
ers need no one’s pity. 
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The plea of some of our churches, when asked to’form a 
society, is “ We have so much need of money at home.” To 
such I say in the language of the apostles, “ We seek not 
yours, but you.” It costs you nothing but an hour or two 
of time, once a month, to meet together and study up the 
mission fields. The Master is able to make our little loaves 
and fishes go a great way, if we are willing to give them to 
feed the multitude. : 

And now, since it is His work and not ours, why should 
we not go forward with renewed zeal ; lengthen our cords 
and strengthen our stakes, hoping to start on its joyful 
way many a little stream that shall make glad the City of 
our God.—Mrs. Nathan Barrows, Secretary. 


NOTES. 


In this age of successful organization it seems as if the 
individuality and personal responsibility of Christians were 
in danger of being overlooked. 

I wourp not speak disparagingly of organizations ; they 
are necessary ; but are not societies formed to make the 
work of reaching individual men easier and that each mein- 
ber, as an individual, may do his work more effectually, 
thus feeling his responsibility and that his work can be 
done by no society whatever? If the world is saved for 
Christ, it will be by telling the gospel story to every man, 
woman, and child, each with his own needs and faults 
peculiar to himself. “ Ye shall be gathered one by one, ” 
was the declaration made to God’s people in the olden time. 
Again, the Lord said he would gather in his grain, seed by 
seed ; each should be tested, not one should be lost. Does 
not this assure us that with God mankind are not one great 
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mass of humanity, but individual souls, each in his owt 
appointed sphere, each responsible to God for what he 
receives, and for what he imparts or fails to impart to 
others. ‘The book of Acts is a record largely of individual 
labors for the conversion and spiritual training of individ- 
uals. But little is said about organizations, but much about 
the individual believer and the individual sinner. Well 
those Christian men and women understood the power and 
the value of personal effort. ‘ How shall we interest the 
uninterested ?” Only by individual effort. “Only a liv- 
ing coal can kindle others.” If our own hearts are filled 
with love for Christ,—the controlling motive in mission 
work—if, in addition to prayer for the uninterested, per- 
sonal influence be exerted to induce them to come in, our 
ranks might soon be filled and the uninterested cease to be. 
Never before was it in the power of the individual Chris- 
tian to do so much for Christ. Never, therefore, was it so 
vitally important that each Christian should. be wholly 
devoted to the Lord.— Mrs. A. H. Misseldine of the Hxecu- 
tive Committee. 
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INDIANA. 


WoMAn’s HOME MISSIONARY UNION, 
Organized May, 1888. 
President, Mrs. E. C. Bell, 221 Christian Ave., Indianapolis. 
Secretary, Mrs. W. E. Mossman, Fort Wayne. 
Treasurer, Mrs. D. T. Brown, Michigan City. 


T’a& Woman’s Home Mission work in Indiana is a difficult 
matter to outline, since I have been connected with the work 
less than a year, and have never heard a report myself. Home 
Missions to me is a concrete term. It means the little spot 
in the southwestern part of our own fair State, where are 
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gathered together families of many different nations. In 
language as well as morals, here is a second Babel. These 
men, women and children from England, Wales, Scotland, 
Sweden, Hungary and other countries, are congregated 
here in the employ of great manufacturers. The men are 
engaged in mining the coal used in making iron and steel. 
These people have brought with them limited wants and 
low ideals of life. The towns which they occupy have 
sprung up like magic. Some of the characteristics of a 
town are lacking, while other characteristics are abounding. 
There are saloons in plenty, but schools and churches are 
conspicuously absent. 

Into this field the Congregational Church of our State 
enters as a pioneer, and she has called to this work our 
worthy friend, Rev. James Hayes. Through his labors, 
churches have been built in four of these mining towns, in 
which, by turns, he conducts divine worship. His labors 
are meeting with a large success, encouraging alike to Mr. 
Hayes and to his friends. T’o Mr. Hayes’ support the efforts 
of the different auxiliaries of the W. H. M. U. are directed. 

As a society we are not strong, either numerically or 
financially, but we are young, and we trust that the years 
which bring wisdom, may also bring numbers and wealth. 
The year that has just closed gives us cause for encourage- 
ment and hope. The mite-box plan has been fairly snecessful, 
and our collections are somewhat increased over those of 
former years. Several new auxiliaries have been formed, 
and I have the assurance of Mr. Hayes that the interest in 
his work is increasing.—J/rs. Hliza C. Bell, President. 


ANOTHER year of prayer and work of hope and effort in 
the above history of our W. H. M. U., and the record will 
not only be known to the workers, but has ere this been 
laid before Him who judges of our work, not by its ap- 
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parent failures or success, but by the spirit in which the 
service is rendered. We regret that we have not accom- 
plished more in this field of labor. 

Although the growth has been so small during the year 
as hardly to be perceptable, we are sure there is increased 
interest. This has been manifested in the increase of 
money in the treasuries of the auxiliaries and in letters of 
inquiry, asking for more information in regard to the work 
and what is required of them ; also several new auxiliaries 
have been reported. This year we pledged ourselves to 
help raise the salary of our missionary in Coal Bluff, Rev. 
James Hayes ; but other needy places have also shared the 
result of our labor. 

Rev. James Hayes, of the Coal Mine Mission, writes 
cheering words from his field of labor : ‘‘ My parish is so 
large that no part can have the attention it needs ; but God 
is with us, and there are many tokens of His divine favor.” 
The success of this difficult field he attributes to the Ameri- 
can Home Mission Society. The church and Sabbath-school 
at Coal Bluff have done a good work the past year. The 
Sabbath-school has haid $70 toward an organ, the church 
$110 on its indebtedness, $100 on the pastor’s salary, $17 
for the A. H. M. S., $250 for A. C. U., $1.21 for the Con- 
gregational Sunday-school Society and $50 paid to the Par- 
sonage Fund. In the same proportion, at all the different 
stations in the Mission, is the interest growing and deepen- 
ing. 

The churches at Indianapolis, Kokomo, Elkhart, Michi- 
gan City, Fort Wayne, Angola, etc., with many others, 
send encouraging news of increasing interest. Terre Haute 
reports three boxes sent to the frontier, besides its usual 
contributions to the State Union ; and so the work goes on. 
God’s hand is undoubtedly leading us on to a brighter and 
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better day in the State of Indiana.—Mrs. W. Z. Mossman, 
Secretary. 


THE Indiana child is growing toward womanhood. In 
all our churches the women are getting interested in Home 
Missions, and are saving their mites for their boxes. 
Another year will, Iam sure, tell a progressive story. Iam 
new to the work, this being my first year in oftice.—Mrs. 
D. T. Brown, Treasurer. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 


WomMan’s HomME MIssionAry UNION, 
Organized May, 1888. 
President, Mrs. Emma Cash, 1710 Temple St., Los Angeles. 
Secretary, Mrs. H. K. W. Bent, Box 442. Pasadena. 
Treasurer, Mrs. H. W. Mills, 327 So. Olive St., Los Angeles. 


THE strong appeal of a year ago so stirred our souls and 
pressed upon us such a burden of responsibility that we 
determined to try and raise at least $1,500, and though at 
the present writing we have not the joyful experience of 
reaching our mark, we have advanced much beyond our 
record of any previous year, and so we thank God and take 
courage. 

Much of the money raised in Southern California from 
the feeble home missionary churches, themselves strug- 
gling for an existence, as the pennies are dropped into 
rno treasury, tell many a story of hearts aglow with love 
for souls, prompting the sacrifices made, the self-denials 
practiced ; and the earnest prayers offered ; but the dear 
Lord marks the cheerful giver and causes the balance of Joy 
to overflow, through the blessedness of giving, that the tens 
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of thousands flocking to our shores may be won to Christ 
and his cause. 

We have not (as I had hoped at the beginning of the 
year), been able to organize an auxiliary in every church, 
and yet we are not in the least discouraged. The prevail- 
ing epidemic has La Grippe on many of our noble workers. 
Through this, our work has been greatly hindered, but our 
faith and trust in God is not shaken, and we believe he will 
yet bring it to pass, and ere long we shall rejoice in finding 
ourselves fully and completely organized. Several new 
societies have, however, been formed and are doing well. 

Through the efficient labor of our Superintendent of 
Juvenile work, the children and young people are being 
yoked into this blessed service, which means added 
strength in the near future. 

There are many infant churches in Southern California 
that need our nursing and care. Our advice at the begin- 
ning of the year was to aim at self-support ; that as many 
as could, should reach that point ; that they should do so, 
even at great cost to themselves, in order that provision 
might be made for new work. 

A few have reached that standard and are rejoicing in 
the fact that ever since that time they have been able to do 
more for others than while receiving aid. Strange, but true, 
the Lord does help them who try to help themselves. 

I greatly rejoice in the advance made in this Homeland 
work, and I do thank God for those enlisted in it, and feel 
greatly encouraged to know there is growth all along the 
line of woman’s work for Home Missions. 

To God belongeth all the praise, but when I remember 
that the women represent two-thirds of the entire member- 
ship of our churches, I wonder where the rest of our dear 
sisters are. Oh, how much we could do if we were a unit 
in this which is pre-eminently Christian work. 
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Where are you my sister? We need your help. Think 
of the great responsibility resting upon us, and even if we 
do not carry the purse, our hands may through Christian 
love learn the art of untying the strings and pouring its 
contents into the Lord’s treasury, where it will surely tell 
for his honor and glory and the establishment of his King- 
dom. Some having already received this unspeakable gift 
are rejoicing in its blessed results. 

People say sometimes, ‘‘ Well, I can’t get interested in 
missions.” 

Interested ! What has that to do with it? The command 
is, Go, preach, or give some money to help send somebody 
else to preach and you will not be very long in getting in- 
terested. Don’t leave anybody out—Jesus didn’t. The com- 
mand to the disciples was to preach repentance and remis- 
sion of sins among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem, 
right where they were, af home. This command comes also 
to you and to me, and to every true Christian, and oh, how 
easy the Lord is making it for us to become missionaries 
to the whole world by bringing to our shores and at our 
very doors, thousands upon thousands from all nations of 
the earth. What a grand missionary field in our beloved 
America ! 

If every Christian would do his and her duty in mis- 
sionary work we would soon see the WHOLE WORLP Chris- 
tianized. ; 

Our churches have a reserve force not used for missions, 
What is the result ? Comparatively few converts. Our own 
children are drawing away. Whatisthe matter? Thearm 
of the Lord is not shortened. Oh, no! All power is given 
unto him ; and when we do owr duty—when we obey his 
command—he will convert, he will save. 

There it is, sisters ; we must do our duty as co-laborers 
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with Christ if we would have our numerical, our financial, 
and our spiritual strength increased. 

God requires the church to be the steward of his bounty. 
Women compose the larger proportion of the church. Let 
us each ask ourselves the question. How much owest 
thou? Let every Christian in our land do his or her duty, 
and our home missionary churches would mostly become 
self-supporting. 

Let us conduct the Lord’s work on Christian business 
principles. The time is coming when we must enlist every 
energy for Christ. Give your children the impression that 
the Kingdom of God isof the least possible importance, and 
they will surely be skeptics. ‘Oh, Christian, walk care- 
fully—danger is near !” 

Sometimes we speak of the worth of a person ; estimat- 
ting his houses and lands, his flocks and his herds, or his 
bank stock. But what is aman or a woman worth? Only 
just so much as their treasure in heaven. Let us then, 
become rich toward God by consecrating everything—head, 
heart and pocket, time, talents and energies to the Lord, 
and, being his faithful stewards here, receive his heavenly 
inheritance at last.—Mrs. Hmma Cash, President. 


OuRconstituency seems at present chiefly interested in 
the American Home Missionary Society. Many contribu- 
tions go to it, entire, while of undesignated funds one half 
was voted thereto last year. We also had a special ‘ Self- 
Denial Offering” in February, to assist the Society in its 
extremity. This effort was crippled by the persistent 
storms of the month, preventing special, and even regular 
meetings. About one fifth of our auxiliaries responded, 
sending an average of nearly ten cents per member for our 
entire membership. 
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We may be gratified at the increase of missionary in- 
terest, so far as it can be measured by gifts, for in this year 
of extreme financial depression, our contributions will be 
advanced about one half, and our membership about one 
third. 

Our reports necessarily lack both point and accuracy, as 
our annual meeting occurs just after the publishing of the 
General Report, and our statistics are as yet nebulous. 

Experience convinces us that personal visiting by a 
union representative is worth any and all other methods for 
“lengthening our cords, and strengthening our stakes,” 
but the difficulties in a region as large as New England, 
are too obvious for comment.—Mrs. H. K. W. Bent, Secre- 
tary. 


MESSAGE SENT TO AUXILIARIES OF THE SOUTHERN CALI- 
FORNIA UNION IN FEBRUARY. 


THE January Home Missionary announces the serious 
condition of the AMERICAN Homer MIssIoNaARyY SOCIETY. 
A heavy falling off of receipts leaves it unable to pay the 
missionaries’ current salaries, even after borrowing to the 
extent of its credit. This means that the missionaries— 
many of whom are in the midst of a severe winter—are 
forced to choose between going without the necessaries of 
life, and obtaining them at a sacrifice of self-respect and the 
honor of the Society. In this emergency we ask you, for 
the first time, for an extra effort. This is not an abstract 
question of missionary enterprise, but a question of daily 
bread for those who represent us ‘Sat the front.” 'To the 
end that their prayer therefor may be answered, we ask you 
to consider February 7-14 a 

SELF-DENIAL WEEK, 
in which you shall seek out ways of saving something from 
your ordinary expenses. ‘There are several lines of expen- 
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ditures, in some of which you will no doubt be willing to 
live for a week as our missionaries live at all times. From 
the table, a pound of coffee, a loaf of cake, a roll of butter, 
may be spared. In the line of dress, the price of a yard of 
ribbon, a bit of ruching,-a handkerchief, would add to your 
gift. Other lines will suggest themselves to you—confec- 
tionery, car fares, amusements, house-furnishings. ‘The 
thought is, to go without something you would otherwise 
have had, enlisting your family in the idea as far as prac- 
ticable. 

Whatever money you may thus save, bring to your trea- 
surer, Sunday, February 15th, and she will forward imme- 
diately to Mrs. Mills. 

Yours in behalf of a debt of honor, 
Mrs. Emma Casu, President. 
Mrs. H. K. W. Bent, Secretary. 


NOTES. 


THIs great country, with its wealth of resources and its 
grand possibilities, did not come into existence for naught ; 
our Lord did not send His missionaries here to be idle ; 
He did not give you and me a home in this beautiful land 
that we might— 

“Sit and sing ourselves away 
To everlasting bliss.” 


We should have an auxiliary in every church, no matter 
how few its members or how weak financially. Kvery one 
can do something, and although you may not be able to 
secure large sums of money there is much to be gained be- 
side dollars and cents, 
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Get a Star Chart. 

Study the Six Societies. 

Study this Report. 

Organize a Mission Band. 

Get every woman in your congregation into your So- 


. Use mite boxes. 


Secure honorary members. 
Ask the Secretary for help and mite-boxes. 
Send the addresses of new officers to the Secretary as 


soon as elected. 
10. Answer official letters PROMPTLY. 


WOMAN’S STATE HOME-MISSIONARY UNIONS. 


THEIR OBJECTS :— 


Je 


eRe TORE tas CE 


To arouse interest. 

T'o furnish information. 

To incite effort. 

To gather individual effort into organized efficiency. 
To give dignity and directness to woman’s work. 
To relieve the National Societies of detail. 

To increase contributions to Home Missions. 
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23 
VERMONT. 


Womam’s HomME Misstonary UNION, 
Organized June, 1888. 
President, Mrs. A. B. Swift, 167 King St, Burlington, 
Secretary, Mrs. M. K. Paine, Windsor, 
Treasurer, Mrs. Wm. P. Fairbanks, St. Johnsbury. 


WHILE we cannot report a large increase in the number of 
auxiliaries over last year, we do feel sure that there is no 
church within the bounds of our State that is not richer, 
from the fact that it contains some consecrated souls who 
have for the first time made a contribution to the cause of 
the Lord in our own dear Homeland. The women of our 
churches are becoming informed as to the spiritual destitu- 
tion of some of our sisters in the South-land and among 
the mountains and mines of the Far West, and are waking 
up to the situation, even though we may feebly realize what 
it would be to live fifty or one hundred miles from any 
church or physician. 

Lady evangelists are opening up to us the dark places of 
our own State ; while Miss Ruhl, of the McIntosh School, 
has been showing us, through her letters, the condition of 
the negro without—and the grand possibilities for the negro 
with—the education which we may give him. 

It has been our great privilege to help in the support of 
four female teachers—two at McIntosh, Ga. ; Miss Atkins, 
among the mountains of Tennessee ; and Miss Nutting, of 
Ogden Academy, Utah; also to pay the salary of Miss 
Reitinger, our missionary and Bible-reader among the Bo- 
hemians of Cleveland, Ohio. Then, too, we have helped 
to share the burden of Rev. Mr. Smith, of the Yale Band, 
at Genesee, Idaho ; Rey, Mr, Bramley, of Redcliff, Colorado ; 
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and Rev. William Shaw, Sunday-school Superintendent for 
Georgia and Florida. 

In this way our outlook has been over our broad land, 
and we breathe freer, mentally and spiritually, for so ex- 
tended an atmosphere. God grant that we may never grow 
narrow-minded again, nor forget that ‘“‘we are heirs, with 
Christ, to sacrifice, as well as to inheritance.” 

We feel persuaded that more earnest, specific prayer for 
the workers and the work is being offered than ever before ; 
and, as prayer is our stronghold, we may believe that the 
Lord will graciously bless our representatives in their 
various fields of labor.—Mrs. J. H. Swift, President. 


WE have recently held a meeting of our Executive Com- 
mittee, at which important questions were discussed : 

How shall we interest our children and young people in 
Home Missions ? 

How shall we induce every woman in our churches to 
contribute to Home Missions ? 

What plan can we devise by which our woman’s meeting 
in connection with the County Conference may be made 
more interesting and profitable ? 

We also considered the question of our pledged work, both 
as regards next year and the best method for redeeming 
these pledges. 

These and other topics of vital importance were discussed 
with great interest.—Mrs. M. K. Paine, Secretary. 


A NEW MOVE IN MISSION WORK. 
ATTENTION inside the State and without has for several 
years been called to the great numbers of non-church goers 
in Vermont, many residing within our parishes, and more 
in the “ gores” or districts lying between. ‘Hitherto no 
systematic effort has been made to reach them. 
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At the last Annual State Convention, it was proposed to 
employ visitors who should go to the homes of these people, 
carry religious literature and invite to cottage meetings and 
district services, with the intent to awaken an interest and 
establish a mission, which might afterward be left to the 
care of the neighboring church. 

The Vermont Domestic Missionary Society has recently 
engaged two ladies from the Training School for Christian 
workers in Northfield, Mass., to enter upon this work. 
They go out to make the experiment whether a work of 
parish visitation cannot be done in the country, similar to 
that for which the Training School in Chicago has pre- 
pared ladies in the city. The pioneers in this mission are 
Miss Lydia Hartig, of Newark, N. J., and Miss Nellie A. 
Barnes, of Binghampton, N. Y. ‘They go first to North 
Hyde Park and Eden, where they will labor in connection 
with the churches as parish visitors. 

This movement calls for the sympathy and support of all 
Christian people in this State, especially Christian women, 
as one of the first attempts to apply the same methods and 
the same instrumentalities to the evangelization of the 
country districts which have been used in the larger cities. 
Great results must follow from this if it proves successful. 
The special gifts of Christian womanhood are enlisted in 
this service. 
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24 
COLORADO AND WYOMING. 


Woman’s HoME MIssIONARY UNION. 
Organized October, 1888. 


President, Mrs. J. W. Pickett, White Water, Colorado. 

Secretary, Miss Mary L. Martin, 106 Platte Ave., Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 

Treasurer, Mrs. S. A. Sawyer, Boulder, Colorado. 

For Wyoming, Mrs. W. L. Whipple, Cheyenne, Wyoming. 


Our contributions more than doubled during the last 
year, and the number of auxillaries contributing are nearly 
three times that of the first year. Three new auxiliaries 
were organized two months before the annual meeting. 

I always have a three-fold joy m my heart when the 
ladies of a church organize for mission worship for their 
own sakes ; for the sake of their church, and for the dear 
Christ’s sake. Oh! that our sisters might all know the 
blessedness of this service for Him. 

We regret that some of our self-supporting churches as 
yet have taken no interest in our Woman’s Missionary 
work. We trust that some of them will ‘‘ fall into line” 
this year. One pastor, where there is little or no interest, 
has written asking for methods of organizing, and is trying 
to work up this interest by missionary prayer meetings, 
concerts, etc. ‘* May his tribe increase.” We realize that 
we are laying the foundations, and praise God for the privi- 
lege of sharing in so glorious a work. 

We are glad to report an increasing interest among the 
young people in the Homeland work, and hope for increased 
gifts this year, also from Sunday-schools. 
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Hundreds of leaflets and star chart cards have been dis- 
tributed, and a goodly number of mite boxes. We are con- 
fident they will bring fruit. 

Mrs. Tichenor Bailey, of Ogden, has been invited to 
visit our churches and attend the three . district meetings. 
We expect great results from the labors of this good and 
gifted sister. 

The President has corresponded with one or more ladies 
in every church within the bounds of the Association, and 
the five auxiliaries organized last year are largely due to 
these efforts. 

The attendance at the annual meeting was unusually 
large, and many who were present for the first time seemed 
much interested in the work of the Homeland organizations. 

Looking back over the year, we feel that we have good 
reason for encouragement, and are glad that we belong to 
this Sisterhood of Unions, who are banded together to 
possess this land for Christ.—Mrs. J. W. Pickett, Presi- 
dent. 

As Iam about to write this report Iam reminded of the 
line, ‘* The mountains are God’s thoughts piled high,” 
and, connecting this with mission work, may we realize 
hat this, God’s work, is piled high all about us, to which 
we must come ready to undertake great things for Him with 
high aim and true endeavor. 

Although we cannot report that it has been an unusually 
successful year, one of great achievement or great changes, 
still we can report progress. ‘To the fifteen auxiliaries con- 
tributing to the Union last year, five new ones have been 
added. There are about fifty churches in the association, 
and among them are found thirty-four missionary societies, 
including old and young. Of these, twenty have contrib- 
uted to the Union. Doubtless all have contributed to home 
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missions in some way, but not having done so through the 
W. H. M. U., we have no means of knowing just how much 
was given by the women and children of our churches for 
Home Missions. 

We recognize the demand upon our home mission 
churches for local work, and feel encouraged that so many 
are extending their field of labor outside their own doors, 
and we hope that all Mission Societies, Sunday-schools and 
Christian Endeavor Societies connected with our churches 
will contribute to the work of the W. H. M. U. the coming 
year. 

During the year much effort has been made by the offi- 
cers to extend and arouse the missionary spirit in the 
churches. District meetings have been held in connection 
with the Associations—one in Pueblo, conducted by Mrs. 
Pratt, whose loss, by removal, from our Executive Commit- 
tee, we deeply regret ; the other at Denver, conducted by 
Mrs. Blanchard. 

We have suggested that the ladies, so far as possible, 
avail themselves of the privilege of attending these meet- 
ings, as mahy cannot attend the annual meeting. Our 
President was invited by the Program Committee of the 
Southwestern Association to present a paper on ‘‘ Woman’s 
Missionary Work,” at Montrose, which invitation was ac- 
cepted. 

Nearly all the auxiliaries send encouraging reports, but a 
few are somewhat discouraged, yet we trust they will con- 
tinue in the work, ‘‘ steadfast, unmovable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord.” One of these reports shows 
an organization preceding by several months, the organiza- 
tion of the church, which is quite remarkable. Another 
reports methods of the work which may be helpful to 
others. A program committee arranges for meetings to be 
held the first Sunday evening in each month, which in- 
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cludes both home and foreign topics, and in course of the 
year nearly all the members of the Church and Sunday- 
school had taken part in the services. 

One Secretary reports a public meeting, the principal fea- 
ture of which was an original exercise representing the 
Seven National Societies. 

One Y. P. S. C. HE. has a Paper Mission Committee, | 
whose duty it is to collect good papers and forward to peo- 
ple in isolated regions and home mission churches, and we 
believe much good has been accomplished in this way. 

This home mission work is a grand and noble work, and 
never before have so many responsibilities been laid upon 
the Christian women of our land. As we enter the work of 
the coming year, let us work prayerfully, faithfully, attempt- 
ing greater things ‘“‘In His Name,” that it may be said of 
each one, ‘‘She hath done what she could.”—Miss Mary 
LI. Martin, Secretary. 


TO AUXILIARIES. 


1. Have a definite program for each meeting and much 
prayer. : 

2. Try to reach every lady in your church by giving per- 
sonal invitations to every meeting. 

3. Invite all to bring fresh items of intelligence or in- 
spiring words culled from their reading. 

4. See that no one is overlooked in soliciting gifts. 

5, Send money to the Treasurer quarterly, not forgetting 
to designate the field. 

6. Money cannot be credited unless sent through the 
Union treasury. 

7. Let the gifts to each department be greatly creased. 

8. We aim to raise $800 this year. 

9. Study the Missionary Star Chart. 

10, Reliable information can be obtained by reading the 


121 


publications of the Six National Societies. 
11. Answer official letters promptly. 


+ 0-»—_____. 


25 
GEORGIA. 


Woman’s HoME MIsstoNAary UNION, 
Organized November, 1888, 


President, Mrs. A. F. Sherrill, 236 West Peachtree St., Atlanta. 
Secretary , Miss Willie Reynolds, Barnesville. 
Treasurer, Miss Virginia Holmes, Barnesville. 


eo 


In these days the right is accorded to woman to do any- 
thing—anything honest—that she can do well, and for or- 
ganizing and carrying on work with order and method, 
her gifts and tastes especially fit her. 

Some one has said that men of great learning or genius 
are too full to be exact, so they lack method. They prefer 
to throw their pearls down before you in heaps rather than 
take the pains to strmg them. 

With no claims to greatness, it is plain that we must 
make up in painstaking care what we lack in genius ; so it 
comes about naturally, that work which calls for a good ° 
deal of planning and the exercise of economy and other 
homely virtues, needs woman’s help, and when she sees 
that her help is needed in any good work, no other argu- 
ment is necessary ; and this age, which those who are tak- 
ing notes for the future historian call the ‘‘ century of mis- 
sions,” is also called ‘* woman’s century.” 

Perhaps it may be interesting, sometime, to trace a rela- 
tion between those two statements. 
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If proof is desired of our talent for method, here it is : 

We have in one organization, called <‘The Homeland 
Union,” all these societies combined. 

Our aim is to engage the interest of every woman in our 
churches ; to secure their co-operation in filling up the 
treasuries of these societies, and in praying for their suc- 
cess. 

To bring this about we must be informed, and ever since 
the inspired Psalmist sang, ‘‘ The women that publish the 
tidings are a great company,” our talent in that direction 
has been unquestioned ; and, now we have our ‘‘ Bureau of 
Information.” 

When we know the facts our hearts are sure to be en- 
listed, and our hands pledged to the work. The women of 
Georgia have made a record for courage and self-sacrifice in 
what seems to them clearly a duty, and they will not fail in 
this. 

Dr. Strong tells of two towns in the West which were 
started very differently. In one an infidel was the most 
prominent man among the early settlers, and a saloon the 
center of influence. In the other a church, with all its 
means of moral training, and loving care for the young and 
the tempted. As the towns grew, one increased in wicked- 
ness, the other in godliness. To which of these places 
would the Christian mother choose to see her sons go if 
they were starting out to make homes for themselves ? 

When she can no longer be beside them to guard from 
evil and hedge their way about with good, from which circle 
would she choose their companions ? 

When she looks out into the world, even if she limits her 
thought to our own land, with its thousands of careless, 
thoughtless, godless men and women, and the tide of in- 
temperance and paganism and infidelity, coming every year 
from across the sea, and thinking of the evil influences at 
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work, realizes that some day her sons and daughters may 
leave her to become a part of this which is forming now, 
her eyes are opened to new duties, new opportunities, and 
she begins to plan and pray for the world which they are to 
be a part of, that it may be made better, and she teaches 
their lips to pray, ‘‘ Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
in all the earth,” and she mingles with her prayer for them, 
a prayer for other boys and girls whose mothers do not 
pray ; with whose future her own loved ones’ lives may be 
closely linked until she grows to love them, not only for 
this reason, but for a greater one, because Jesus Christ died 
for them, and the work of Home Missions has a new mean- 
ing to her. And the Master’s command to make his Gospel 
known touches her heart as never before. It is her work 
now, and she rejoices that so great a company of consecrated 
Christian men and women are banded together with the 
same purpose. 

These ‘‘ Homeland Unions” are now at work in forty-two 
of our States. Georgia is the largest, except Florida, east 
of the Mississippi river, and those who are wise in forecast- 
ing history say, has the greatest future of any Southern 
State except Texas, which is four times as large. With 
such a variety of soil and climate, and production, moun- 
tain and seacoast, forest and field, streams for water-power 
and spring for healing that we seem to have within our 
borders everything needful for health and wealth and hap- 
piness. Since so much is given to us, our responsibility is 
very great. We must hold our place in missionary work as 
in other things, for we are ‘‘The Empire State of the 
South !’—Mrs. A. F. Sherrill, President. 
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NOTES. 


Tue work for Home Missions touches the heart and 
engages the thought of every Christian woman. There isa 
magic to her in that little word Home. 


THE women of Georgia have reason, above many others, 
to love their homes, and are ready to make sacrifices, if 
necessary, in loyalty to their best interests ; but we are not 
so short-sighted, nor so selfish as to limit our service to the 
little circle of our own loved ones. 


THE Woman’s Home Missionary Unions are now organ- 
ized in forty-two States. They are made up of Christian 
women banded together to make the homes through- 
out our land Christian homes, where God’s laws shall 
be obeyed and the children trained into the best kind of 
men and women. ; 


We want Christian churches and teachers and preachers 
in every part of our land. If my boy goes, by and by, 
from my home to make one for himself in Texas or Oregon, 
or in one of the new towns springing up in Georgia or Ala- 
bama, I want Christian friends to meet him there, whose 
influence will help him to overcome with good the evil we 
know is so active in new towns, and whose works may help 
bring to fruitage the good seed sown in his heart before he 
went out into the world. 


Ir is our privilege to help create this Christain commun- 
ity in every part of our broad land. If every Christian 
woman would do what is possible for her to do, we 
might bring about this state of things sooner than we think, 
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and rob our own homes of nothing, but rather bring new 
blessings to them, and to our own hearts because of our 
loving obedience to the Master who committed to his disci- 
ples the work of bringing the world to a knowledge of Him. 


—_____2 ¢» ____ 


2G 
ALABAMA. 


WoMAN’S MISSIONARY UNION, 
Organized March, 1878. 
Re-organized April, 1889. 
President, Mrs. G. W. Andrews, Talladega. 
Secretary, Miss S. S. Evans, 2519 Third Ave., Birmingham. 
Treasurer, Miss M. K. Lunt, Selma. 


I AM sure it would have interested you to have seen the 
delegates from our local unions who sat on the platform at 
our annual meeting, and responded by a verse of Scripture 
to the roll-call. Of our twelve auxiliaries, eleven were 
represented by delegates, the twelfth sending a letter as a 
substitute. The reports from these auxiliaries were inspir- 
ing, and showed that, although often working amid poverty 
and discouragement, our members have a clear idea of mis- 
sionary work and of doing something for those more needy 
than themselves. I remember one delegate reported the 
patching of worn or torn garments for some poor families, 
and mending for three groups of fatherless children. 

One society, five miles from Talladega, consisting of ten 
members, only six of whom pay a monthly due, have raised 
over $13 during the year by giving two suppers, where they 
sold all that one wished to eat and in good variety for twenty- 
five cents. Of this they have given $2.00 to help a poor widow, 
$1.50 for a sick old woman and $1,00 for a young man who 


has been sick in bed for two years. They have given $3.00 
toward helping to seat their little school-house, and $1.00 
as auxiliary to the State Union. The members of this So- 
ciety belong to different denominations. Their wise and 
faithful leader told me she found it necessary to keep the 
word Congregational out of sight, and then they could work 
along beautifully together. This long word is something of 
a bugbear to Methodists and Baptists in this vicinity, al- 
though one of their ministers acknowledged that Congrega- 
tionalists have a right to be by the remark—‘‘ God dwells 
among them, for they do not quarrel !” 

The Society at Talladega has four branches. The Woman’s 
Auxiliary has raised, during the year, about $65. Of this 
$33.70 was given toward the enlargement of the theological 
work in Talladega, $10 to the A. M. A. for the Indian Mis- 
sion and over $16 for the poor and sick about us. Africa 
has been made a special study this year in the monthly 
meetings. The Mission Band, composed of the older girls 
of the school, has given $10 to provide papers and maga- 
zines for the Girls’ Reading Room, $2 for a poor ‘‘ auntie,” 
$5 for the Dakota Mission, and are now working for the 
Hale Infirmary, at Montgomery. 

The Little Helpers, with whose work you are somewhat 
acquainted, besides the $7.45 sent t> you, have given $15 
to Umzumbi Home, im South Africa ; $5 to the support of a 
girl in the Madura Mission, India ; $5 for the Dakota Mis- 
sion, and $5 for the Hale Infirmary, an hospital for colored 
people at Montgomery, Ala. 

The King’s Sons’ Society is a band of boys who have sent 
$5.00 to the A. M. A. for the Indian work. 

I have written thus fully of our own work because I am 
more familar with it. 

Our State Union has raised $100 towards the enlarge- 
ment of the theological work of Talladega College, and have 
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pledged the same amount for the Industrial Association of 
Alabama, a society which works in neglected country dis- 
tricts, carrying Bible and Primer to many who sit in dark- 
ness, 

We feel sure that there are most hopeful signs of growth 
in our work, and are glad to hear that it is the same all 
along the line.—Mrs: H. S. De Forest, for the President. 


Our work is a// mission work on missionary ground, and 
we cannot carry out in every item the line of work pursued 
by our more intelligent State Unions, but I very much 
wished that my sisters in the North, East and West, might 
have listened to the report of local delegates last week as I 
did. Iam so sure you would all have felt that our work 
was showing good results. The sentences were not always 
grammatical, the words not always correctly pronounced ; 
but what was better still you detected that these sisters were 
learning the missionary spirit, and were reaching out to 
help others. Both home and foreign work have received 
contributions. The A. H. M.S., A. M. A., A. C. U. and 
S. S. and P. S. have had donations from some of the local 
auxiliaries. ‘he $100 pledged by the State Union to 
Theological Department of Talladega College has been 
nearly redeemed, and will be quite. For the coming year 
$100 more is pledged to a missionary work in our own 
State, but in the country, where great need of work exists 
among the poor ignorant country, colored people. 

Let we quote from one society organized the last year, 
where there is no white sister to help and to teach them : 
“« $2 given toa poor widow woman, $1.50 to a poor sick 
woman, $1 to a sick young man who has been sick two 
years (I write from the report), $3. to help seat the Union 
Sunday-school. The women are becoming more interested 
in the work, and the outlook for the future is encouraging. ” 
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This is just to give you some idea that these poor women, 
who have had little, if any, instruction in mission work 
our A. M A. opened work among them, are pressing for- 
ward to grasp the truth. In those local auxiliaries where 
there are white workers, they are being taught in their 
meetings of both home and foreign work. Some have had 
studies or papers upon Africa; some im work among the 
mission fields in this country. 

My Society meets every week. I have been endeavoring to 
instruct them in regard to the work of our Six National So- 
cieties for home work and our State W. H. M. U. and 
what is its work, and how we are auxiliary to it, thus striv- 
ing to make the women intelligent in regard to home work. 
Indeed my report or paper was largely upon that at our 
recent meeting, and Mrs. De Forest said to me: “The 
women who listen to that cannot say they have not been 
told about the W. H. M. U.”—WMrs. S. 8S. Evans, Secretary. 


NExtT year we hope to give more regularly to all the Na- 
tional Societies, even though it be a small sum of money 
contributed to each one. In this way our people will feel 
that they have a part in the whole great work. 

One year ago, when I assumed the treasurer’s duties, 
there was not evenabook in which to keep accounts, neither 
was there any money to be put into my hands, and conse- 
quently contributions are slowly gathered in.—Miss M. K. 
Lunt, Treasurer. 


NOTES. 


‘THERE is an unselfishness about woman’s work for woman 
that makes it attractive and begets mutual feeling. 


NEVER since the existence of the world has woman had 
opened to her such a field for usefulness as at the present 
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time. A few years ago had the question been asked, 
** What is Woman’s work and Place?” the reply would have 
been much in the words of Paul, ‘‘ She was expected to re- 
main at home, and if she wished to know anything ask her 
husband.” 

We find abundant proof in God’s word that woman has 
an especial part to perform in the salvation of the world. 


I Love to think whata galaxy of States Alabama is asso- 
ciated with in this grand work. There are thirty-six State 
Unions, with the most efficient Christian women of the 
North at their head, leading on to victory. 

The annua! reports which have come from these various 
State Unions, have been very inspiring to me. They give an 
outlook for the need of work which dispels all spirit of 
apathy or idleness as to work in our Southern States. 

ECHOES FROM ALABAMA AUXILIARIES.- 
* Our two meetings a month are eagerly looked forward to.” 
*“OuR Society has made a study of the work in yarious 
mission fields ; each member is expected to pay five cents a 
month, and collections average sixty-two cents a month ; 
attendance averages sixteen, with enrollment of twenty-one.” 

‘‘We have sent contributions tothe A. M. A., for Indian 
work; to the A. H. M. S., for Bohemian work; to the 
Congregational Union, for church building purposes, beside 
doing much for home poor, especially cyclone sufferers. The 
zeal of this Union cannot be reported, but it is an inspira- 
tion to the other unions throughout the State.” 


‘*OUR meeting was held every Monday afternoon. This 
was found to be an inconvenient day for many who do laun- 
dry work, so we changed to Friday afternoon, and we in- 
tend to meet at every house along the line (and there is a 
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long line of houses in which most of the mill hands live). 
Each member brings her sewing, knitting or quilt pieces, 
and we remain together an hour, to pray, sing and work. 
Hach member must take her own chair, for no one house 
can furnish seats for so many. 


+ @ +e 


al 
MISSISSiP et 


Woman's MISSIONARY UNION, 
Organized April, 1889. 
President, Miss Sarah Dickey, Clinton. 


Secretary, Miss Alice Flagg, Tougaloo. 


Treasurer, Miss Mary Gibson, Tougaloo. 


We gladly welcome even these few words from our Mis- 
sissippi Union, and commend this earnest worker in a dif- 
ficult field to the sympathy and prayers of her sister officers 
in the Unions. 

““T am very sorry that I have so little time outside of my 
work in connection with the school—Mt. Hermon Seminary 
—to give to other kinds of mission work. Kind friends, 
through the best of motives, made me President of the 
Union in this State; but I have not had the time or 
strength to do anything, or even to keep myself informed 
about what the Society is doing, yet I am deeply interested 
in every line of mission work, and wish I could do more 
myself. I pray for God’s blessing upon all of these efforts 
in the interests of the kingdom.—Miss Sarah A. Dickey, 
President. 
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28 
LOUISIANA, 


WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION. 
Organized April, 1880. 
President, Miss Jennie Fyfe, 490 Canal St., New Orleans, 
Secretary, Miss Anna F Condict, 490 Canal St., New Orleans, 
Treasurer, Mrs. C. S, Shattack, Amite City. 


I CANNOT say ‘‘yes” to many of the questions in this 
list, yeta simple ‘‘no” would not do us justice. Our Union 
is very young, and remember our workers are few. Our 
churches are few, and intelligence does not yet abound in 
them. . 

The time has not yet come for us to present many of 
these subjects named. We try to study the people, and to 
present the points that we think will be most helpful. Our 
desires are in advance of our ability to do, and in advance 
of the ability of many to receive. We feel we cannot effec- 
tively present many subjects for consideration at one time, 
and that one subject must often be dwelt much upon to 
make great impression. 

Louisiana is not an advanced State in intelligence ; it is 
not a progressive State, and though we struggle hard, our 
work must necessarily seem slow to the older and more 
vigorous State Unions. There are innumerable obstacles 
to meet on every hand. This has been a year of many dis- 
couragements, yet we see many signs of progress—signs not 
observable, perhaps, to the multitude, and signs we cannot 
well explaim to those who do not well know the situation. 

We have welcomed two new auxiliaries to our Union this 
year. We have reason to hope that other churches in our 
State are giving thought to missions and to organization of 
auxiliaries, and we trust that this year of discouragement 
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will be followed by one of interest and progress in mission 
work. While I speak of our many discouragements, I should 
not fail to say that some of our auxiliaries have been doing 
grand work. 

Our recent Annual Meeting at New Iberia was well at- 
tended—was, in fact, pronounced a success. The business 
and devotional meeting was held in the morning at Home 
Institute. Many took part in the discussion, and the de- 
votional hour gave us strength and encouragement. The 
evening meeting was held in the church, the Association 
kindly giving us place on their program. The church was 
filled, many standing, but the audience observed the utmost: 
quiet, and listened attentively to the entire program.— 
Miss JennieFyfe, President. 


THE loss, by removal, of our efficient President, Mrs. R. 
C. Hitchcock, was disheartening, but we find our contribu- 
tions just double what they were last year, so we go for- 
ward with fresh courage, though it is still the day of small 
things with us.—Mrs. C. 8. Shattuck, Treasurer. 


Ir is not occasional large gifts which tell, so much as 
regular and constant small ones. A sure dime is better 
than an uncertain dollar. 


NOTES. 


‘How shall contingent expenses be met?” was con- 
sidered at our annual meeting. A motion was made that: 
the Constitution be amended so that so much as is neces- 
sary of the money contributed by the auxiliaries may be 
used for contingent expenses. The motion was carried. 
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Two years ago, in a dimly-lighted school-room were 
assembled a few earnest women interested in the Master’s 
service, with the view of forming a Woman’s Missionary 
Union. 

The outlook was dark indeed, for our church organiza- 
tions are few, their membership small—not one of the 
number can be said to possess anything like wealth—not 
one is even self-supporting. 

Yet, believing that none are so poor, none so weak, but 
that the cause of truth may claim something from their 
hands, their hearts, or their purses, and realizing the great 
need of some bond of Union among the women of our 
churches whereby growing interest and harmony of action 

may be secured, wider intelligence attained and greater good 
accomplished, we organized the Woman’s Missionary Union 
before leaving the room, and went to our homes glad and 
grateful. 


We were organized. We were a “a peculiar people zealous 
of good works !” How swift the tidings flew, and lo! as 
fast as the boisterous steam engine could bring them to our 
door came greetings and welcome from one and another of 
the great Sisterhood of State Unions. From North to South, 
from sea to sea they came. Such words of cheer! such 
loving God-speed ! 


In no section of our fair republic I am convinced, is mis- 
sionary work more surely found by every Christian’s door, 
than under the bright skies of Louisiana. 


Our first work therefore was to visit churches, to awaken 
a missionary spirit within them, and to interest women in 
organizing for special work for the Master. 
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In no State, perhaps, is there greater need for women to 
waken to the responsibility and power of true womanhood 
—for Christian women to waken to the needs of their sister 
women immediately about them. and to extend with the 
helping hand, kindly teachmg about true living. 


Our contributions have not been large, yet we are en- 
couraged, for, out of such depths of poverty has some of 
this money come, through such touching self-sacrifice has it 
been saved for the treasury of the Lord, that it stands in 
our memory as a shining memorial of the power of divine 
love in the human heart. 


ONE point cannot be too much emphasized—-the neces- 
sity of educating and training children in missionary work. 
If every child were a little missionary, what large results 
might we not witness in the evangelization of the world ? 


ON every hand the baleful influences of our nation’s two 
centuries of slavery may be traced, and work as we will, 
these influences will still exist, long after we have finished 
our course on earth. 


THE work of our Union must, for some time to come, be 
greatly different from that of the Northern States, where 
churches are numerous and education prevails. 


Wovtp that those who live delicately, and are at ease, 
could traverse with us the streets of New Orleans and 
other cities, where the need of missionary Work is so appar- 
ent that the heart must melt if it be not adamant! Oh, 
for a voice, a persuasive voice, which would lead others to 
see and feel what God requires at their hand! 


My sisters, grand indeed is the work assigned us: to 
educate, to uplift and to redeem, body and soul, tens of 
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thousands who now sit in darkness. To do this, requires 
a full consecration of money, time and strength, and to 
many of us it means also the loss of home and the giving up 
of many ties. Shall we not give this consecration ? 


——___~ + + «»—_____ 


29 
TENNESSEE AND ARKANSAS. 


Woman’s MiIssIONARY UNION OF THE CENTRAL SOUTH ASSOCIATION. 
Organized April, 1889. 

President, Mrs. E. M. Cravath, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn. 

Secretary, Mrs. Anna Cahill Bennett, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn. 

Treasurer, Mrs. G. S. Pope, Harriman, Tenn. 


NOTES. 

OvR aim is to go outside of ourselves as fast and far as 
we can. 

WE are surprised to find how our ability stretches to the 
measure of our purpose, and how, in planning for others, 
we have brought joy and satisfaction, the very joy of our 
Lord, into our own hearts. 


AUXILIARIES may be compared to the streams that help 
to swell the mighty river of Christian benevolence. 


THE tornado serves as a striking illustration. Had the 
storm been in some distant place we would have read of it, 
and felt sympathy with the sufferers, but it would not have 
affected our sympathy or our activity as it did when we 
found ourselves surrounded by the desolation and death 
which it brought. So the woes of those in heathen lands 
seem less urgent only because farther away. 
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NORTH CAROLINA. 


Woman’s MISSIONARY UNION. 
Organized Octuber, 1889. 


President, Miss M. E. Wilcox, Beaufort. 
Secretary, Miss A. E. Farrington, Raleigh. 
Treasurer, Mrs. Geo. S, Smith, 116 West South St., Raleigh. 


Ir was a little company of Christian women who met two 
years ago and organized the Woman’s Missionary Union of 
North Carolina, but though poor in this world’s goods 
they were rich in love for our State and its people, and 
faith that by the blessing of God in our efforts we might 
accomplish something for the uplifting of our sisters. We 
are not disappointed. An influence has gone forth from 
that little band which has reached every church in our As- 
sociation, quickening into new life missionary work already 
commenced and leading to the organization of new societies, 
until lam happy to report a missionary society in twelve of 
our sixteen churches. Of course the year has been largely 
devoted to laying foundations, but we hope to see year by 
year a noble work growing up under the care of these 
patient, earnest, perserving sisters. 

No sooner had the word gone forth that the women of 
North Carolina had organized for missionary work, than 
the greetings began to come from sister Unions in the 
North, South, East and West until we feel that we belong 
to a sisterhood of noble Christian women, all working for 
the same end—the uplifting of souls mto a higher, purer, 
more Christ-like life. 

Realizing the need of these elevating influences in our 
own communites, “and ‘hearing the Lord’s call for aid in our 
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own churches and Sabbath-schools, and by the poor around 
us, we have devoted the funds raised mostly to home 
work. As we come toa higher appreciation of Gospel truth 
ourselves, and incorporate it into our lives, we hope to reach 
out a helping hand to those in regions beyond. A begin- 
ning has been made in this direction as the reports of local 
societies will show. Missionary literature has been circu- 
lated which is quietly doing its work by interesting in 
needy fields both in our own and foreign lands. 

Some of the best work for the year has been done among 
the children, interesting them in working to aid their own 
churches and also giving their mites to help those less 
favored than themselves. To those now children we must 
look for the prosperity of our work in coming years. We 
must not fail to encourage them to carry on missionary 
work in some form. They are our most enthusiastic workers, 
and the time, strength, ingenuity and patience expended 
in leading them into active work for Christ and the church 
will yield an abundant harvest. 

As we review the year and see where we have failed to 
accomplish what we had planned and hoped to do, we are 
not disheartened, but rather thankful that a beginning has 
been made. And enteringupon another year we go to work 
with fresh courage and a stronger purpose to ‘‘do with our 
might what our hands find todo; ” but we go on, not in 
our own strength, but in the strength of Him who has said: 
<©J will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”—Miss EF. A. 
Farrington, Secretary. 

—_____—_¢- e-@___. 


ot 
TEXAS. 


WomMANn’s HoME MISSIONARY UNION, 
Organized March, 1890. 
President, Mrs. S. C. Acheson, 1219 West Woodard St., Denison. 
Secretary, Mrs. M. A. McCoy, 190 North Harwood St., Dallas. 
Treasurer, Mrs. C. I. Scofield, Lock Box, 220, Dallas. 


THE annual meeting of this Union is held after this re- 
port goes to press, but we may say that in spite of many 
obstacles, T'exas can report progress. The immense dis- 
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tances between the auxiliaries is certainly against rapid 
growth, and yet this Union has increased her contributions 
this year ten-fold! What greater proof of progress could 
be given? 


—______- e-#___—_ 


32 
MONTANA, 


WoMAN’s HOME MISSIONARY UNION, 
Organized May, 1899. 
President, Mrs. F. D. Kelsey, Helena. 
Secretary, Mrs. W. S. Bell, 419 Dearborn Ave., Helena. 
Treasurer, Mrs. S. A. Wallace, Billings. 


We hold our FIRST annual meeting the first week 
in May, from which we hope for great results ; we have thus 
far been able to learn of but three local auxiliaries, one at 
Livingston, which having been but just organized, have not 
been able to do much as yet, the one at Butte, and our own 
connected with the Congregational Church here in Helena. 
We, as a church, have been strengthened and are doing good 
work. New members are constantly coming to us and much 
interest manifested. 

We are endeavoring to circulate missionary literature as 
widely as possibly. Surely the field is great here in Mon- 
tana and the laborers few, but we go forth to this work 
claiming God’s promise that, ‘‘ We shall reap in due time if 
we faint not.” Pray for us, sisters of the Unions, that 
Montana and her churches may be pervaded with a mis- 
sionary spirit through and through, and that God’s Holy 
Spirit may be with us.-——Vrs. F. D. Kelsey, President. 


DurRiNG the year three auxiliaries have been started and 
a mission band reyived. The King’s Daughters in the 
Helena Church are about to take up mission study. 

The ladies society in Helena is in an excellent condition, 
and considerable money has been raised. Some of the 
members are truly working with a consecrated purpose. 
The other two societies are struggling, but we hope for bet- 
ter times for them in the near future. 


189 


During the coming year, I think, at least three more 
societies will be started at points where the ability of the 
workers will make success almost sure. We need to haye 
members who are consecrated to the work—those who see 
the value and importance of having a part even in the early 
days of their church life in the united efforts which are 
being made throughout our land to win the world for 
Christ. Mission Bands and Young Ladies’ societies are not 
started for the reason that their are none ready to-take the 
lead. But we will hope for better times and more willing 
workers in the future.—Mrs. W. S. Bell, State Secretary. 


——______~+- e @____ 


33 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


WoOMAN’S MIssiIONARY UNION, 
Organized June, 18go. 
President, Mrs W. H. Osterhout, Ridgway. 
Secretary, Mrs. C. F. Yennie, Ridgway. 
Treasurer, Mrs T. W. Jones, 218 So, 37th St., Philadelphia. 


I HAVE just returned from one of our semi-annual asso- 
clations, which was held at Meadville. These associations 
are necessarily small on account of the few and scattering 
churches ; besides many of them are poor and pastorless. I 
attended this association, mainly to lay before them our 
State Union work. There were eleven missionary societies 
represented at the meeting, but only eight of them, as yet, 
auxiliaries. I tried to urge those that were not to become 
so. I told them about our State work, and that our trea- 
surer reported eleven auxiliaries, and for a work of only 
ten months we considered this, under the circumstances, a 
very good record. I told them that the results of the work, 
so far, had fully met our expectations, as we were well aware 
of the difficulties we would have to meet. For myself, I 
feel even quite gratified, and so far, see no reason for dis- 
couragement. I told them of one woman in our State, with 
no society at all, who had gone from house to house and 
raised the sum of $58 and sent it to our treasurer, Mrs. 
Jones. She raised this in sums varying from ten'cents to 
five dollars,and among a foreign population——Slavic, I think. 
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We have many difficulties, but as the workers become 
‘better acquainted, and the knowledge of the work increases, 
these difficulties will, one after another, vanish, and the 
work become easier and even a positive pleasure. My hope 
is that some time we may be able to sustain a woman mis- 
sionary in the State. This would greatly facilitate the work 
and add interest to all the auxiliaries, besides forming new 
ones.—Mrs W. H. Osterhout, President. 


Tuts Society is less than a year old, and the work is new 
to many. I know you must realize that much of our work 
is seed-sowing at present, and requires endless thinking and 
planning ; but with God’s help we hope to get our work 
systematized, and have the key-note of all our churches, 
MISSIONS. When we receive reports from our sister States 
telling of the grand work done by older societies, our hearts 
burn within us, as we realize what needs to be done in our 
own immense State, but we will hope, pray and work for 
-great things yet to be attained.—-Miss C. F. YVennie, Secre- 
tary. 


—_—__+- »—____ 


34 
OKLAHOMA. 


WomAn’s MISSIONARY UNION, 
Organized October, 1890. 
President, Miss M. McConnell, Guthrie. 
Secretary, Mrs. L. E. Kimball, Guthrie. 
Treasurer, Mrs. C. A. McNabb, Oklahoma City, 


THIS is yet in its infancy. The Woman’s Missionary 
Union was organized Oct. 22, 1890, with four territorial 
officers and fifteen vice-presidents, representing the fifteen 
organized churches. 

The ladies of the church at Guthrie have grafted the 
Homeland auxiliary upon an existing Ladies’ Aid Society. 
They give one day a month to the study of missions. <A 
penny collection is taken at this meeting, to which is added 
mite-box offerings. This auxiliary has a membership of 
twenty. The attendance upon the meetings js large, and 
much interest is manifested. The young people have 
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organized a Homeland Circle of fourteen members. They 
use the mite-boxes, and meet one evening a month to study 
missions. They are quite enthusiastic. 

Downs reports an auxiliary, but does not mention any 
methods of work. 

Oklahoma City ladies are not regularly organized yet as 
an auxiliary, because they are trying to pay off a pledge on 
their church building, after which they promise to come 
into.line. ‘* The vice-president at Oklahoma City expresses 
the feeling of most of us,” writes the Secretary, ‘‘ when she 
says: ‘We were given $900 and loaned $600 by the Home 
Missionary Societies. This is very much appreciated, even 
by those not directly interested in or acquainted with Con- 
giegationalism. It will certainly help us very much to be- 
come properly organized.’ ” 

Kingfisher has an auxiliary, and also had the first Terri- 
torial President of the Union. 

“When we consider the amount of help we have received, 
and shall receive from the A. H. M. 8., we feel hke making 
every exertion to do our full share.” Thus writes the Ter- 
ritorial Secretary. 


I Took up our newspaper this morning and read this : 

‘*The Indian lands near us will soon be open. This 
opening means two hundred thousand people in the strip, 
with a dozen towns of one thousand to ten thousand each. It 
means the opening of the little reservations with their six- 
teen million acres of free lands in this territory, 
with at least four thousand people in them. It means a 
splendid territory and a strong State in what is now a 
wilderness. It means civilization instead of isolated, en- 
forced barbarism for our Indians. It means prosperity.” 

Now what does all this great opening of country mean to 
us? It means sixteen million acres of free land to 
be occupied with its hundreds of thousands of people and 
all the evils they bring with them. It means the bringing 
of whiskey to debauch the present innocent and ignorant 
population. It means work for our missionaries. It 
means more earnest work and prayer by all mission loving 
people, and it means an immense amount of money to be 
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expended—-more, perhaps, than ever before-—by the A. H. 
M. S. in any one locality. The adversary will have all the 
money he needs to carry on his work. 

How cain we who love God and his work stand stiJl and 
let this opportunity go by? Shall we wait until the EvIL 
has the first str onghold, and then in our weakness come in 
and try to compete with it? Can we not better use our 
influence to have this country saved from that giant evil, 
INTEMPERANCE? Can we not make our influence | felt 
against this evil? Can we not go in onthe ground floor 
and, fully equipped, meet the enemy with our weapons? 
Is there not somewhere in this vast. country MONEY de- 
dicated to God’s service, waiting to be used for just such an 
emergency as this? There is money enough to build the 
saloon and support its accompanying evils. 

Oh, for power to convey the IMMEDIATE, the IMPERATIVE 
NEED of the very present hour. This is not a growth that 
will cover years. It is a matter of but a few weeks or 
months at the outside. Soon all these cities and towns will 
verify the saying, ‘‘A nation shall be born in a day.” 
Would that I had the words to present the present crisis in 
this part of the country as I, who have been here from the 
beginning, look upon it ! 


Last night we gave your concert exercise ‘‘ An Evening 
in Sweden,” in our Guthrie Church toa full house. As I 
looked at the numbers, and heard the jingle while the col- 
lection was being taken, I hoped for a large amount ; but 
the pennies and nickels and dimes counted up to only five 
dollars. But when we consider the close attention given, 
and the interest shown we are very grateful. 

We are to have our first Missionary Conference Meeting, 
in May, and I do need some strong help and advice, as £0 
my duties on that occasion. I have never seen one of the 
other officers since the day we organized, in October, and I 
am quite sure that not one of them knows any more than I 
do what is expected of them at this time, so we may have a 
meeting wholly unique! I have written to some of the 
Kansas. officers to be with us then, and anxiously await 
their replies. 
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We certainly have been led, step by step, in the past, so 
we will trust our guide in the present.—Mrs. L. HE. Kim- 
ball, Secretary. 


35 
NEW JERSEY. 


WomaAn’s Home Misstonary UNIon oF THE NEw JERSEY 
ASSOCIATION, INCLUDING DisTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
MARYLAND, AND VIRGINIA. 
Organized March, 1891. 
President, Mrs J. R. D. Noyes, 163 Union St., Montclair, 
Secretary, Mrs Charles L. Merriam, 292 Van Houten St., Paterson. 
Treasurer, Mrs. J. H. Denison, 150 Belleville Ave., Newark. 


THE organization of this Union, which includes New 
Jersey, District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, with 
the City of Philadelphia, was completed at a meeting held 
in the Central Church, Philadelphia, April 22, 1891, in 
connection with the meeting of the General Association. 
Sixteen auxiliaries joined the Union at that time. 


—_____+ > -#—____ 


36 
UTAH. 


Woman’s Misstonary UNION, 
INCLUDING 
SouTHERN IDAHO AND WESTERN WYOMING. 
President, Mrs. Amos J. Bailey, Ogden. 
Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs W. 8. Hawkes, Salt Lake City. 
Organized May, 1891. 


THE welcome news of this addition to the sisterhood of 
Unions reaches us at the last moment before going to press, 
The Lord be praised ! 
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